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Approaching the first year anniversary of Waikīkī Safe & Sound much has been accomplished. 

Overall crime stats have shown a marked improvement from the first 
half of 2022, before Waikīkī Safe and Sound, versus the first half of 
2023: 
•	 Drugs & Alcohol related crimes down 56%
•	 Robberies down 52%
•	 Criminal Property Damage, down 27%
•	 Car Break ins down 23%
•	 Theft down 13%
•	 Assaults down 13%
•	 Burglaries down 12%.

Over 100 chronic offenders have had geographic restrictions imposed keeping them out of Waikīkī. 
Kuhio Beach Park improvements have cleaned up major trouble spots and eye sores, including a major 
restroom renovation. Surveillance cameras have been brought back online. Beach closures have move 
up to midnight from 2:00 AM. Private security, hired by the City, has augmented after closing hour 
enforcement.  The total number of homeless is down 43% to 143 individuals in May 2023 from 251 in 
September 2022.

The Waikīkī Business Improvement District Association has allocated funds to partner with the 
Institute of Human Services (IHS) in homeless outreach and mental health services.  IHS will provide a 
full time Waikīkī Senior Case Manager. 

The Waikīkī Business Improvement District has hired Katie Kaahanui as the 
Waikīkī Safe and Sound Coordinator. Her duties will include coordinating with 
all stakeholders on research identifying obstacles, working with social service 
organizations on finding solutions for people in need, maintaining a list of repeat 
offenders, working with HPD and Proscuters to keep them off the street, and 
exploring other funding sources for future efforts.

On Tuesday, September 5th Mayor Blangiardi and Waikīkī Safe & Sound 
stakeholders will hold a press Conference. Waikīkī Improvement Association President and Waikīkī 
Safe & Sound Co-Chair Rick Egged said “Waikīkī Safe and Sound has made significant achievements in 
its first year I am confident even more progress will be made in year two”.

One Year of Waikiki Safe & Sound!

Katie Kaahanui
Waikīkī Safe and Sound

Coordinator
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The Duke Kahanamoku Ocean Festival returned to Waikiki for 
its 21st year running for 10 days around Duke’s 133rd birthday 
on August 24th.  The festival traditionally raises funds for the 
programs of the Outrigger Duke Kahanamoku Foundation which 
carries the mission of financially supporting individuals and 
organizations that perpetuate the legacy of Duke Kahanamoku. 
Since 1986 the foundation has funded college scholarships for 
local watersports and volleyball athletes, and grants for local 
teams and events that perpetuate water sports, volleyball, or 
water safety. This year, in light of the devastating fires on Maui, 
the Outrigger Duke Kahanamoku Foundation elected instead to 
donate the event proceeds of Duke Kahanamoku Ocean Festival 
to benefit our Maui community’s recovery. 

The Duke Kahanamoku Ocean Festival, formerly Duke’s 
Oceanfest, started in 2002 as a one-day celebration of the 
release of the Duke Kahanamoku U.S. Postal Service stamp. Co-

founders Jim Fulton and Chris Colgate recognized strong support from the community and decided to 
run a ho‘olaule‘a in Duke’s honor the following year. From 
then on, the festival picked up momentum, adding many 
new events over the years and attracting participants and 
Duke Kahanamoku fans to Waikiki from all over the world. 
Now the festival features more than 20 ocean and beach 
competitions and events held over 10 days, mostly taking 
place at Queens on Waikiki Beach, a beloved place of 
Duke Kahanamoku, and centered around the giant statue 
commemorating his life and legacy.

2023 Duke Kahanamoku
Ocean Festival



W I K I W I K I  W I R E 5

Pamai Tenn, the Foundation’s Liaison from the Estate of Nadine 
Kahanamoku, organizes the reverent sunrise birthday lei draping every 
August 24 at the statue. At this year’s ceremony, the Amateur Athletic 
Union (AAU) announced that Duke Kahanamoku is the recipient of the 6th 
Annual AAU Gussie Crawford Lifetime Achievement Award. The award is 
intended to recognize athletes whose efforts have paved the way for great 
change in amateur sports both on and off their playing surface and on 
the national or international stage. It was also created to recognize those 
athletes who did not necessarily receive the recognition they deserved 
during the time they competed.

Other returning events to the festival included the Hawaiian Airlines 
Opening Ceremony, the Wounded Warrior Canoe Regatta, the Outrigger 
Resorts & Hotels Beach Volleyball and Jrs. Challenges, the Aloha Collection Tandem Surfing Challenge, 
the Pacifico Longboard Classic, the Raising Cane’s Going to the Dogs SurFur Competition, the 
Outrigger Resorts and Hotels Surfing Invitational, the Head High World of Foil Team Challenge, the 
Waikiki Nights Movie on the beach, the Top Am Junior Invitational, the Waiakea Water Menehune Surf 
Contest, the HTA Kokua Surf Jam, the Duke’s Waikiki Ocean Mile Swim, and Surfboard Water Polo. 
New events this year were the OluKai Junior Lifeguard Leadership Challenge, a Henry Kapono concert 
at the Shell, Duke’s Waikiki Waterman Challenge, and a Hawaii Water Safety Leadership Conference. 
Perhaps most unique to this year, the festival partnered with Nā Kama Kai to hold a paddle out to 
Queens in poignant tribute to victim and survivors of the Lahaina fires.

For more information, visit dukekahanamokuoceanfestival.org or dukefoundation.org. 
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 23 
     AF WAIKĪKĪ HO`OLAULE`A 
     Kalākaua - 6:00 PM 

  Aloh
a 

       F
estival

s
www.AlohaFestivals.com 

Phone: 808-923-1094 
info@alohafestivals.com

 09 
     AF INVESTITURE 
     Coconut Grove - 4:00 PM 

Hawai`iʻs Oldest  & Largest Cultural Festival!
SEPTEMBER 2023

To kick off the Festivities, the Aloha 
Festivals Royal Court will be 

introduced on the grounds of 
Helumoa, which was originally the 
home of Princess Bernice Pauahi 

Bishop. At the ceremony, the King, 
Queen, Prince and Princess take their 

place on the Royal Court. The Ali`i 
court members receive their royal 

cloaks, helmets, head feather  lei and 
other symbols of their reign. 

Traditional hula and chants make  this 
a special event in the heart  of 

Waikīkī.  
Directly after join us for our Opening 

Ceremony at the Royal Hawaiian 
Center Stage.

Kalākaua Avenue comes alive with a 
colorful procession of female and 
male pau horseback riders, floats 

covered with Hawaiian flowers, 
Hawaiian music,hula halau and local 

marching bands.

Mahalo to our  
Sponsors!

 23 
     AF WAIKĪKĪ HO`OLAULE`A 
     Kalākaua - 6:00 PM 

SEPTEMBER 2023

69th Annual Waikīkī Ho`olaule`a is 
Hawai`i's largest block party. 

Thousands of people will take to the 
streets along Kalākaua Avenue for 
food, fun and entertainment. There 
will be performances by the various 
genres of Hawaiian music and hula 

halau (hula schools). Hawaiian craftʻs 
and flower leis and many varieties of 

island cuisine will be featured 
throughout the event.

 30 
     AF FLORAL PARADE 
     Kalākaua Ave. - 9:00 AM 

SEPTEMBER 2023
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SAT. OCT. 28, 2023 ~ 7:00 AM 
MEET AT DUKEʻS STATUE

Kūhio Beach Park 
(Transportation will be provided to 

other clean up areas.) 

No Validated Parking
(You may find parking at the Zoo or 

Kapi`olani Park) 

Continental Breakfast provided  
Pau by 9:00 AM

be involved

Hilton Hawaiian Village 
Hyatt Regency Waikīkī 

Enoa Corporation 
Polynesian Adventure Tours 

Royal Star Hawai`i  
Bank of Hawai`i 

ABC Stores 
HPD D6 

Halekūlani 

Hawaiian Building Maintenance 
Outrigger Hospitality Group 

Waikīkī Beach Marriott Resort 
Alohilani Resort 

Moana Surfrider Hotel 
Central Pacific Bank 

Club Wyndham at Waikīkī Beach Walk  
Prince Waikīkī   

Mahalo to our Sponsors:

Come and join us!

Waikīkī Beach  
Clean UpW.O.W.

WAIKĪKĪ IMPROVEMENT 
ASSOCIATION

2250 Kalākaua Ave   Suite 315 
Honolulu, Hawai`i  96815 

Phone:  808-923-1094 
Email:   

mail@waikikiimprovement.com 

PLEASE  RSVP:  808-923-1094 OR 
JOANN@WAIKIKIIMPROVEMENT.COM 
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Kŭhiŏ Beach Hula Show
Authentic Hawaiian music and hula by Hawaii’s finest Halau Hula 
(dance troupes) and Hawaiian performers. Opens with traditional 
blowing of conch shell. 

TUESDAYS AND SATURDAYS, 6:30-7:30 PM, WEATHER-PERMITTING
Presented by Oahu Visitors Bureau, Hawaii Tourism Authority, 
City & County of Honolulu and Waikiki Improvement Association. 

LAST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH, 6:30 - 7:30 PM, WEATHER-PERMITTING
Presented by Hyatt Regency Waikīkī, City and County of Honolulu and the Waikīkī 
Improvement Association.

DETAILS
•	 Located on the beachside of Kalakaua Avenue near the Duke Kahanamoku Statue, 

diagonally across from the Hyatt Regency hotel. 
•	 Free, outdoors, casual, seating on the grass; beach chairs, mats, etc. okay. Cameras 

welcomed. 
•	 No show if parades or street fairs are scheduled. 

For information, call 808-843-8002.
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KAMA'AINA
Show a valid Hawaii ID for a 15% discount. 
Up to 4 people. Dine-in only. Expires Sept. 30, 2023.15%

Excludes alcoholic beverages, Happy Hour, special events, and all other promotions. Cannot combine
with any other offers. Up to 4 people for dine-in only. Expires Sept. 30, 2023.

 

SUMMER SPECIAL
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Halekulani │ 2199 Kalia Road, Honolulu, Hawaii 96815 | Telephone: 808-923-2311 | www.halekulani.com

Art of Wellbeing Promotion - 
September

SSeepptt  99  ––  EEsssseennttiiaall  HHaabbiittss  ffoorr  aa  HHeeaalltthhyy  HHeeaarrtt
Join us and learn how to implement simple yet 
important steps to reduce your risk for heart 
disease and protect your cardiovascular health.

HHaalleekkuullaannii  SSiiggnnaattuurree
Our Signature massage combines Lomi Lomi 
techniques with warm stones and Maile oil.  60 
or 90 minutes.  Receive 10% off this special 
massage the entire month of September.  
Kamaainas receive 15% off on spa services with 
valid Hawaii ID.

Please contact the spa reception desk at 808-
931-5322 for more information and to make a 
reservation.

L’Aperitif at La Mer has an exquisite new cocktail menu by master mixologist Tuda Grehan, captivating fusions of 
French spirits, sherries, cognacs, and culinary traditions. Crafted with elegance, these libations embrace their own 
identity, either complementing Chef Alexandre Trancher’s menu or prevailing as remarkable standalone creations. 

Tuesday through Saturday  |  5:30 – 8:30 pm

Visit www.halekulani.com/dining/laperitif-cocktail-bar/ for more information.

Enjoy an exclusive culinary experience as our 
Executive Chef La Mer Alexandre Trancher 
and the Imperial Hotel Tokyo’s Les Saison 
Chef du Cuisine Thierry Voisin collaborate on 
a five-course tasting menu incorporating 
unique twists to classic French delicacies.

For more information or to reserve a table, 
please contact 808-518-2019.

Special Collaboration Dinner
September 13 – 14, 2023 Some of the finest quality finishing salts in the world are 

made here in Hawaii.

Sea Salts of Hawaii, known for its excellent texture, clean 
mineral finish, and natural flavor, are made from pure 
900-year-old deep ocean water.   The salt water is drawn 
from 2200 feet below the ocean’s surface off Hawaii 
island, where it is untouched by any microplastic 
contaminants.  In addition, the deep ocean water is rich 
in valuable nutrients such as magnesium, calcium, 
potassium, zinc, iron, and iodine. 

One percent of all sale proceeds help to clean up marine 
debris and preserve the Papahanaumokuakea Marine 
National Monument, the largest UNESCO World Heritage 
site in the world.

Kona Sea Salts are featured at the Halekulani Boutique in 
store or online.

Spotlight on Sea Salts of Hawaii
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Halekulani Bakery

New croissants are being launched 
weekly!  Pistachio, chocolate, and 
raspberry…Find your new favorite!  

Stop by and try these dreamy bites along 
with other baked treats and confections.  
Open five days a week.

Wednesdays to Sundays
6:30 am to 11:30 am

www.halekulani.com/dining/halekulani-bakery/

Bed & Breakfast
Sophisticated simplicity at our “House of Welcoming Waters”

UMI by Vikram Garg offers bespoke, bar 
cart libations served tableside. Master 
Mixologist Tash Thanarat pairs specialty 
cocktails to enhance your ‘ocean harvest’ 
dining experience.

Breakfast is served Daily: 
7:00 am to 11:00 am 

Dinner is served Wednesday-Sunday: 
5:30 pm to 10:00 pm 

(808) 744-4244 
@umi_vikramgarg
www.umibyvikramgarg.com

UMI by Vikram Garg

Founded in 1927, The Honolulu Museum 
of Art is Hawaii’s oldest and largest art 
museum.  With 30 galleries surrounding  
six garden courts, it is recognized for its 
outstanding collection of Asian, 
European, Pacific, American, and African 
art.

Halepuna guests can enjoy 
complimentary admission to three of 
Oahu’s greatest cultural venues, The 
Bishop Museum, Manoa Heritage 
Center,  and Honolulu Museum of Art.

Halepuna Access
Honolulu Museum of Art

Valid now through December 20, 2023, with exception of blackout dates.  
Please contact reservations@halepuna.com to book this special rate.

Halepuna Waikiki by Halekulani │ 2233 Helumoa Road, Honolulu, Hawaii 96815 | Telephone: 808-921-7272 | www.halepuna.com

• Enjoy breakfast for up to two persons at UMI by Vikram Garg when booking this special rate.
• Halepuna Access – Complimentary access to the Bishop Museum, Honolulu Museum of Arts, and Manoa Heritage Center.
• NO RESORT FEEs
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Contact us for a free consultation - Doug Harris - doug@digivortex.com

“Over the past 16 years, Food Gurus 
Hawaii has always gone the extra mile to 
do what’s right by us and our brand. They 
understand and support who we are at  
KTA and the communities we serve.” 
Toby Taniguchi
President, KTA Super Stores  
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Food Gurus is Hawaii’s Food & Beverage Marketing Specialist.
One -Stop Comprehensive Creative, Digital, Marketing & 

Publicity Customized Solutions.

We Move Brands Off Shelves & Into Hearts
Food Gurus is Hawaii’s Food & Beverage Marketing Specialist.

One -Stop Comprehensive Creative, Digital, Marketing & 
Publicity Customized Solutions.

We Move Brands Off Shelves & Into Hearts

AWARD
WINNING
DESIGNS

AWARD
WINNING
DESIGNS

Contact us for a free consultation 
Doug Harris - doug@digivortex.com | (808) 946-4626

foodgurususa.com
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@HawaiiConventionCenter @HIConventionCtr @HawaiiConventionCenter

Hawai‘i Convention Center Assists
Maui Wildfire Evacuees

The Hawai‘i Convention Center served as a temporary American Red Cross Assistance Center
in partnership with the Hawai‘i Tourism Authority in August for evacuees from the
heartbreaking and devastating wildfires on Maui. 

Center staff worked with Red Cross volunteers to set up safe places for residents and visitors
to sleep in its fourth-floor Ballroom, as well as shower and receive essentials such as food,
water, and clothing. The Center also opened its Business Center so evacuees could use
computers and print documents, and volunteers were on hand to assist with emotional
support and coordinate lodging and travel. 

Due to reduced demand, the Red Cross relocated the Oahu Assistance Center to the Keʻehi
Lagoon Memorial Hall, which remained open through August 16. The Assistance Center
served nearly 300 visitors and residents since opening at the Center on August 9. 

A current listing of open shelters is available on redcross.org, the free Red Cross Emergency
app or by calling 1-800-RED CROSS (800-733-2767) and selecting the disaster option. A list of
Maui charitable and donation centers is available at www.hvcb.org/malama-maui/.



Hilton Hawaiian Village to Hold Aloha For Maui Benefit Concert with 100% of Ticket 
Sales Donated to Hawai‘i Community Foundation’s Maui Strong Fund

HONOLULU – In the wake of the devastating Maui wildfires, Hilton Hawaiian Village 
Waikiki Beach Resort will host Aloha For Maui, a benefit concert with 100 percent of 
entry ticket sales going directly to the Hawai‘i Community Foundation’s Maui Strong 
Fund. 

Aloha for Maui will take place on the resort’s Great Lawn, providing an evening of unity and support for 
Maui, on Saturday, September 2, from 5 to 10 p.m. The concert will bring together Na Hōkū Hanohano 
Award-Winning Artists, Sean Cleland, Sean Na’auao and Natural Vibrations, as they unite in support of 
Maui relief efforts and community healing. 

“We are truly heartbroken for our neighbors on Maui,” said Debi Bishop, managing director of Hilton 
Hawaiian Village. “We are dedicated to standing by the Maui community during this difficult time, 
and this is one small way our team is coming together to offer support and hope to those who need it 
most.” 
Admission to the benefit concert is $20 per person, and the entirety of the entrance ticket sales will 
be directed towards relief efforts. In addition to live music, attendees will enjoy the following food 
items, available for purchase from the resort’s own Kiawe Smoke Hut and Ono Grindz food truck: 
Kiawe-Smoked Angus Brisket Burnt Ends Nachos; Smoked Spiced Chicken Wings; Smoky St Louis Cut 
Pork Spare Ribs; Smoked Angus Brisket Sando; Smoked Pulled Pork Sando and Sweet & Smoky Baked 
Beans. Big Kahuna Cookies and Mini Malasadas will be available for the sweet-toothed attendees. 

Maui Brewing Company beers will be available during the event, as well as cocktails by Campari USA 
Brands. 

For Hawaii residents who would like to stay the night, Kama‘āina rates are available from Friday, Sep-
tember 1 to Monday, September 4, 2023. A valid Hawai‘i or military ID is required on check-in. To 
book, please visit www.hiltonhawaiianvillage.com/kamaaina. (Book the “Staycation Yaycation”). 

Hawai‘i Community Foundation’s Maui Strong Fund was created to provide community resilience with 
resources for disaster preparedness, response, and recovery. The fund is currently being used to sup-
port communities affected by the wildfires on Maui. 

In the spirit of hospitality and to support relief efforts, the Hilton Global Foundation is donating to the 
Hawaii Community Foundation's Maui Strong Fund and Aloha United Way’s Maui Recovery Fund. Do-
nations made to the Hilton Global Foundation will be matched by Hilton through September 15. 
For more information about Aloha For Maui and to purchase tickets, please visit www.hiltonhawaiian-
village.com/aloha. 
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Parking Lot and Building Hours: 6:30am - 12am  |  2250 Kalakaua Ave, Honolulu, HI 96815
waikikishoppingplaza.com/dining
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Wikiwiki Wire is published on the first Monday of each month. If you would like to share 
your news with other members, please send your info to: editor@waikikiimprovement.
com.

Submission Deadline
Waikīkī-related news and information submitted by members (or their PR agencies) for 
the Wikiwiki Wire newsletter should be received no later than 5 PM MONDAY, ONE 
WEEK PRIOR to the newsletter’s publication and distribution on the first Monday of 
each month. 

News & Stories: Please submit any Waikīkī-related stories/articles as a Word doc and 
include photos to accompany stories/ articles. For best results, please upload photos as 
a separate JPEG attachment  - maximum 2 MB each image.

Flyers/PDFs: Waikīkī-related flyers are welcome but must look like advertising flyers 
and not press releases. Please format flyers to an 8.5" x 11" size and submit them in a 
PDF format.

Press Releases: Please submit Waikīkī-related press releases as a Word doc. Press Relea-
ses that do no fit within one page of the Wikiwiki Wire newsletter will be returned for 
editing. 

Photos: For best results, please upload photos as a separate JPEG attachment  - 
maximum 2 MB each image.
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We are a cross-section of business, government and the community; our members 
care about the future of this special place - Waikīkī.

For more than 40 years, the Waikiki Improvement Association has remained true to 
its objective: to improve, enrich and beautify Waikīkī  for the benefit of residents and
visitors alike and to promote conditions conducive to the economic and cultural 
good and for the betterment of the entire community.

HAWAIIAN DIACRITICAL MARKS
Waikīkī Improvement Association recognizes the use of diacritical marks (i.e., 
glottal stop (‘), macron (ā) in place names of Hawai‘i, such as Waikīkī and Kalākaua 
Avenue and will include them whenever possible. We also re- spect the individual 
use (or not) of these markings for names of organizations and businesses.

There will also be times when we may not have a chance to add or change the 
markings in all of the articles submitted and when that happens, e kala mai.


