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E-newsletter keeping you up-to-date on Waikīkī news, features, trends and more!
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MORE WAIKĪKĪ NEWS, EVENTS & FOOD

BASALT'S HALLOWEEN PANCAKES

LIVE MUSIC OCTOBER - BASALT

DUKE'S LANE MARKET & EATERY - IL 
GELATO HAWAII

HALEKULANI - LIVE AT LEWERS 
FEATURING JEFF PETERSON

HALEPUNA - WAIKIKI VACATION 
ESPECIALLY FOR YOU

HAWAII CONVENTION CENTER - GET A 
TASTE OF THE HAWAII FOOD & WINE 
FESTIVAL AT THE HAWAII CONVENTION 
CENTER
 

CELEBRATE THE FALL SEASON AT 
INTERNATIONAL MARKET PLACE

SAKE PAIRING DINNER AT THE BEACH 
CLUB | MOANA SURFRIDER, A WESTIN 
RESORT & SPA

OCTOBER AT WAIKIKI BEACH WALK

HALLOWEEN HAPPENINGS AT ROYAL 
HAWAIIAN CENTER THIS OCTOBER!

THE WAIKIKI SHOPPING PLAZA - NEW! 
KAI COFFEE HAWAI'I
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On October 4th the ACLU is asking for an injunction that will stop the City from enforcing almost all 
park rules and regulations, beach closing hours, sidewalk rules and many other laws as they apply to 
the “involuntarily homeless.” The premise of the injunction and associated lawsuit is based on case 
law established in Federal Court that says punishing people for living in public areas including parks, 
beaches, sidewalks etc. is “cruel and unusual punishment“ if the individuals  have nowhere else to live. 

Honolulu’s homeless sweeps and other “anti-houseless” laws, including the Waikīkī Sit-lie Ordinance 
could be ruled illegal and unconstitutional because they violate Hawaii’s state constitutional 
prohibitions against cruel and unusual punishment, according to a lawsuit filed Wednesday, July 27th 
in Oahu Circuit Court by the American Civil Liberties Union of Hawaii. 

ACLU Sues City Over 
Homeless Related Ordinances!
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Honolulu spends millions of dollars and offers a myriad of services for the homeless. The legal issue 
seems to boil down to whether or not the individuals are given a “credible offer of shelter” and exactly 
what “a credible offer of shelter” means. In a recent San Francisco case, both sides agreed that if a 
person declines a “credible offer of shelter” they are not “involuntarily homeless” and can be punished.
 
If the ACLU were to be successful it would be a disaster for Waikīkī sidewalks, potentially reverting 
back to 2014 chaos  pre-passage of the Waikīkī Sit-lie Ordinance.

The Waikīkī Improvement Association (WIA) provided the City with a declaration of support used in 
response to ACLU lawsuit.

WIA also backed the City’s efforts in the 1996 prohibition of T-shirt sales from sidewalk stands 
in Waikīkī. The case went all the way to the US Supreme Court where the law was upheld. WIA is 
exploring providing similar support for the City regarding this ACLU lawsuit.
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The Waikiki Improvement Association’s 2023 Annual Membership meeting will be held on 
October 25th at the Sheraton Waikiki. The Waikiki Improvement Association (WIA) is a private, 
nonprofit organization that works to enhance Waikiki ‘s physical, economic and cultural environment 
for the entire community, to make it better for all its residents and visitors.  

Our keynote speaker will be Mayor Rick Blangiardi. The evening also features 
the annual Ho’owehiwehi  Awards,  which  honors and  recognizes projects and 
programs that enhance  Waikiki.

“Pili Honua” 
This award category recognizes green, earth-friendly projects or people, new 
and renovated projects, along with hotel operations, that embody the goals and 
aspirations of living GREEN in Hawai`i that help to preserve our precious `aina 
and saves our valuable resources. 

“Hana Iki” 
Aimed at RENOVATION projects that enhance structures or facilities. Recognizes a company, 
organization or group for a significant contribution toward the enduring revitalization of Waikīkīʻs 
physical, cultural and/or economic environment. Represents improvements to a particular structure or 
environment.

“Hana Nui” 
Aimed at NEW or MAJOR reconstruction, development, or transformation project(s). Recognizes 
a company, organization or group for its significant contribution toward the enduring revitalization 
of Waikīkī’s physical, cultural and/or economic environment. Represents consistent, ongoing 
achievements, body of work or project.

George S. Kanahale “Ho’okipa Award 
This award recognizes an individual, business, organization or group for an outstanding singular 
action or event or for consistent, enduring performance in keeping with the legacy of the late George 
Sanford Kanahele. Recognizes efforts that best represent the values of aloha and ho`okipa (hospitality) 
embodied in Dr. Kanahele’s life work.

WIA 2023 Annual Meeting
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_____“ILIMA”  $3500.00  (30) TICKETS  _____“PIKAKE”  $2500.00 (20) TICKETS   _____ PLUMERIA  $1500.00 (10) TICKETS

For multiple tickets, please email your guestsʻ names to JoAnn - email is below

 4:00 - 4:15 PM    BUSINESS MEETING 
 4:15 - 4:45 PM    WAIKĪKĪ 2024 
                              KEYNOTE SPEAKER  
      MAYOR RICK BLANGIARDI 
 4:45 - 5:30 PM   HO`OWEHIWEHI AWARDS 
 5:30 - 7:00 PM   SUNSET RECEPTION 

NAME:          __________________________________________ 
COMPANY:   __________________________________________ 
ADDRESS:    __________________________________________ 
                     __________________________________________ 
EMAIL:          __________________________________________ 
PHONE:        __________________________________________ 

PAY BY CHECK: 
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: 

WAIKIKI IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION 
2250 KALAKAUA AVE SUITE #315 

HONOLULU, HAWAI`I  96815 

# OF TICKETS  _____    x   $200.00  =  _____      TOTAL AMOUNT  $_____

CREDIT CARD #: _______________________________ EX DATE:   __________ CVC CODE:   __________

808-923-1094                               
FAX:  808-923-2622   

joann@waikikiimprovememt.com  
www.waikikiimprovement.com

2250 Kalākaua Ave, Suite 315 
Honolulu, Hawai`i  96815

WORK PHONE E-MAIL WORK ADDRESS

WAIKĪKĪ IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION 
               2023 ANNUAL MEETING & 

                 HO`OWEHIWEHI AWARDS

Kaua`i Ballroom - 2nd Floor

 OCTOBER 25, 2023 WEDNESDAY 
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SAT. OCT. 28, 2023 ~ 7:00 AM 
MEET AT DUKEʻS STATUE

Kūhio Beach Park 
(Transportation will be provided to 

other clean up areas.) 

No Validated Parking
(You may find parking at the Zoo or 

Kapi`olani Park) 

Continental Breakfast provided  
Pau by 9:00 AM

be involved

Hilton Hawaiian Village 
Hyatt Regency Waikīkī 

Enoa Corporation 
Polynesian Adventure Tours 

Royal Star Hawai`i  
Bank of Hawai`i 

ABC Stores 
HPD D6 

Halekūlani 

Hawaiian Building Maintenance 
Outrigger Hospitality Group 

Waikīkī Beach Marriott Resort 
Alohilani Resort 

Moana Surfrider Hotel 
Central Pacific Bank 

Club Wyndham at Waikīkī Beach Walk  
Prince Waikīkī   

Mahalo to our Sponsors:

Come and join us!

Waikīkī Beach  
Clean UpW.O.W.

WAIKĪKĪ IMPROVEMENT 
ASSOCIATION

2250 Kalākaua Ave   Suite 315 
Honolulu, Hawai`i  96815 

Phone:  808-923-1094 
Email:   

mail@waikikiimprovement.com 

PLEASE  RSVP:  808-923-1094 OR 
JOANN@WAIKIKIIMPROVEMENT.COM 
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Kŭhiŏ Beach Hula Show
Authentic Hawaiian music and hula by Hawaii’s finest Halau Hula 
(dance troupes) and Hawaiian performers. Opens with traditional 
blowing of conch shell. 

TUESDAYS AND SATURDAYS, 6:30-7:30 PM, WEATHER-PERMITTING
Presented by Oahu Visitors Bureau, Hawaii Tourism Authority, 
City & County of Honolulu and Waikiki Improvement Association. 

LAST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH, 6:30 - 7:30 PM, WEATHER-PERMITTING
Presented by Hyatt Regency Waikīkī, City and County of Honolulu and the Waikīkī 
Improvement Association.

DETAILS
•	 Located on the beachside of Kalakaua Avenue near the Duke Kahanamoku Statue, 

diagonally across from the Hyatt Regency hotel. 
•	 Free, outdoors, casual, seating on the grass; beach chairs, mats, etc. okay. Cameras 

welcomed. 
•	 No show if parades or street fairs are scheduled. 

For information, call 808-843-8002.
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STREET ACTIVITY
IN AND NEAR WAIKĪKĪ (COURTESY OF THE CITY)

MORE THAN PINK BY SUSAN G. KOMEN HAWAII 
OCTOBER 8, 2023 SUNDAY
6:00 AM Lanes Close | 10:00 AM Lanes Reopen (Approximate)

MORE THAN PINK BY SUSAN G. KOMEN HAWAII sponsored by Susan 
G. Komen Foundation. The event is expected to have 4,000 runners/
walkers. It will start at Monsarrat Ave., to Paki Ave., to Kalakaua Ave., 
end at Honolulu Marathon Finish Line near Bandstand.  Contact: Camilla 
Crescenzo 452-1801, Email: ccrescenzo@komen.org  For more info, visit 
their website: www.komenhawaii.org
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LIVELIVELIVE
MUSICMUSICMUSIC
MONDAY-FRIDAYMONDAY-FRIDAY    
5-7 PM5-7 PM  

OctoberOctoberOctober
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Contact us for a free consultation - Doug Harris - doug@digivortex.com

“Over the past 16 years, Food Gurus 
Hawaii has always gone the extra mile to 
do what’s right by us and our brand. They 
understand and support who we are at  
KTA and the communities we serve.” 
Toby Taniguchi
President, KTA Super Stores  

ADVERTISING • BRANDING • CONSULTING  CREATIVE & 
PRODUCTION • DATABASE CRM • DIGITAL OPTIMIZATION • 
E-COMMERCE  • GRAPHIC ARTS • MARKETING PLANS • 
MARKETING SUPPORT • MEDIA MANAGEMENT • PACKAGING 
• PRODUCT & IMAGE LIBRARY PHOTOGRAPHY • 
PROMOTIONS & SWEEPSTAKES • PUBLIC RELATIONS • 
VIDEO PRODUCTION & ANIMATE • ADVERTISING • 
BRANDING • CONSULTING  CREATIVE & PRODUCTION • 
DATABASE CRM • DIGITAL OPTIMIZATION • E-COMMERCE  • 
GRAPHIC ARTS • MARKETING PLANS • MARKETING 
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Food Gurus is Hawaii’s Food & Beverage Marketing Specialist.
One -Stop Comprehensive Creative, Digital, Marketing & 

Publicity Customized Solutions.

We Move Brands Off Shelves & Into Hearts
Food Gurus is Hawaii’s Food & Beverage Marketing Specialist.

One -Stop Comprehensive Creative, Digital, Marketing & 
Publicity Customized Solutions.

We Move Brands Off Shelves & Into Hearts

AWARD
WINNING
DESIGNS

AWARD
WINNING
DESIGNS

Contact us for a free consultation 
Doug Harris - doug@digivortex.com | (808) 946-4626

foodgurususa.com
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Halekulani │ 2199 Kalia Road, Honolulu, Hawaii 96815 | Telephone: 808-923-2311 | www.halekulani.com

Art of Wellbeing Promotion - 
October

OOcctt  1144––  HHaaiirr  CCaarree  BBeeyyoonndd  BBeeaauuttyy
Join us for insider salon secrets and how best 
to maintain healthy and luxurious hair.

SSppaaHHaalleekkuullaannii  SSaalloonn  SSppeecciiaall
Receive a 50% off our Nourish Hair Treatment 
(add-on) for the month of October.  Select 
from a range of super protein serums 
formulated to strengthen, hydrate, and 
restore.

Please contact the spa reception desk at 808-
931-5322 for more information and to make a 
reservation.

LLiivvee  aatt  LLeewweerrss  ffeeaattuurriinngg  JJeeffff  PPeetteerrssoonn::  OOccttoobbeerr  2266  &&  2277,,  22002233

In his first feature appearance at Halekulani’s Lewers Lounge on October 26 & 27, Hawaii born and raised Jeff Peterson will create a rarified, deeply 
inspired evening, drawing on early roots of jazz in Hawaii.  His focus on slack key guitar, classical, and jazz music has allowed him to develop a unique and 
transcendent voice on the guitar while being deeply rooted in the traditions of his local heritage.

Jeff has contributed to two Grammy Award Winning recordings and has been honored with 11 Na Hoku Hanohano Awards.

For more information or to make a reservation pleae call 808-518-2019.

Halekulani is the presenting partner for the Hawaii 
International Film Festival.  Dedicated to the 
advancement of understanding and cultural 
exchange among the people of Asia, the Pacific, 
and North America through the medium of film, 
HIFF showcases independent and international 
films and is held at the Consolidated Theatres 
Kahala and Ward with Titan Luxe.  

Expect the very best and latest in independent and 
global cinema, with spotlights on Pacific, 
Environmental, and film from Hawaii.  

For more information, please visit www.hiff.org

Hawaii International Film Festival
October 12 -22, 2023

Charles Higa’s dreamlike watercolors combine 
misty images often layered with surprisingly crisp 
geometrical forms creating his distinctive 
signature paintings.  His ceramics are similarly 
recognizable, with playful shapes and colors 
dancing on their surface. Both are mediums that 
Higa found challenging, and he delighted in the 
partnership with the unpredictable nature of both 
materials.  

Ethereality shows the work of Charles Higa along 
with the ceramics of Peter Drewliner and Kenny 
Kicklighter, both whom Higa mentored and 
inspired.  Drewliner and Kicklighter continued 
Higa’s legacy by tirelessly helping the youth in our 
community through Art.

The exhibit is open daily from 9:00 am to 6:00 pm.

Halekulani Gallery
Ethereality by Charles E. Higa



Halekulani Bakery
Online ordering now available

You are now able to order your favorite pastry 
online…like the Mango Kouign Amann!  Stop by 
and try this popular pastry along with other 
delectable baked treats and confections.

Wednesday to Sunday
6:30 am to 11:30 am

www.halekulani.com/dining/halekulani-bakery/

Especially For You
Halepuna Waikiki Vacation…customized by YOU!

Global restaurateur and chef innovator Vikram 
Garg offers a culinary celebration of the Ocean’s 
Harvest.  A decadent tribute to the abundance 
of the sea, savor award-winning dishes such as 
Kona Abalone with Hamakua Mushroom Crust, 
Scallop Carpaccio, and King Ora Salmon.  A la 
Carte and Chef Tasting menus available and 
paired with a global selection of wines, 
mixology, and spirits.

Breakfast is served daily from 7:00 am to 11:00 
am (last seating is 10:30 am).  Dinner is served  
Wednesday to Sunday 5:30 pm to 10:00 pm (last 
seating is at 8:30 pm).  Attire:  Smart Casual

www.umibyvikramgarg.com
(808) 744-4244 
@umi_vikramgarg

UMI by Vikram Garg

Halepuna is doing its part to save the 
earth.  By partnering with the Hawaiian 
Legacy Reforestation Initiative (HLRI), we 
are helping to plant and maintain trees in 
the Hawaiian Legacy Forest.  A portion of 
the proceeds of sales from our online 
shop are donated to supporting HLRI’s 
mission of restoring the biodiversity and 
integrity of Hawaii’s endemic forests.  
Guests are also welcomed to plant their 
own tree (and watch it grow) in our 
Halepuna Waikiki / Halekulani Forest at 
Gunstock Ranch.

www.halepuna.com/experiences/

Giving Back
Hawaii Legacy Reforestation Initiative

Valid now through December 24, 2023, with exception of blackout dates.  
Please contact reservations@halepuna.com to book this special rate.

Halepuna Waikiki by Halekulani │ 2233 Helumoa Road, Honolulu, Hawaii 96815 | Telephone: 808-921-7272 | www.halepuna.com

Create your own package by choosing any two of the following options:  
Early Check-in; Late Check-out, Daily Breakfast for two at UMI by Vikram Garg, Room Upgrade, and/or Resort Credit
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@HawaiiConventionCenter @HIConventionCtr @HawaiiConventionCenter

The Festival’s annual grand tasting event will feature dozens of acclaimed winemakers and world-
renowned chefs, as well as mixology masters behind some of the best bars in the world. 

The Thirteenth Annual Hawai‘i Food & Wine Festival offers a variety of events throughout October and
November for a multi-weekend epicurean experience on the Island of Hawai‘i O‘ahu. It is the premier
culinary destination event in the Pacific. Each year, more than 150 internationally renowned master chefs,
culinary personalities, sommeliers, mixologists, and wine and spirit producers are invited to participate in
dozens of events, from grand tastings and wine dinners to cooking classes, wine seminars and more.

HFWF has raised over $3.5 million for nonprofit culinary, agricultural, community and ʻāina-based
organizations statewide since 2011.

General Admission and Priority Access tickets are sold out. VIP tickets are available for guests 21 years of
age and older at hawaiifoodandwinefestival.com

Get a Taste of the Hawai‘i Food & Wine 
Festival at the Hawai‘i Convention Center 

The Hawai‘i Convention Center and Executive Chef
Brooke Tadena are joining the Hawai‘i Food & Wine
Festival (HFWF) from 6-9 p.m. on Nov. 3, 2023. The
Center is pleased to host Crush’d, presented by
Hawaiian Airlines, creating a wine lover’s oasis in the
heart of Honolulu.
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Pairing Dinner
Sake

Five Course  Dinner

Featuring Master Sommelier Patrick Okubo, 
WSET Sake Level 3 

October 13th, 2023

$210 per person  

5:30pm-8pm
The Beach Club
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Wikiwiki Wire is published on the first Monday of each month. If you would like to share 
your news with other members, please send your info to: editor@waikikiimprovement.
com.

Submission Deadline
Waikīkī-related news and information submitted by members (or their PR agencies) for 
the Wikiwiki Wire newsletter should be received no later than 5 PM MONDAY, ONE 
WEEK PRIOR to the newsletter’s publication and distribution on the first Monday of 
each month. 

News & Stories: Please submit any Waikīkī-related stories/articles as a Word doc and 
include photos to accompany stories/ articles. For best results, please upload photos as 
a separate JPEG attachment  - maximum 2 MB each image.

Flyers/PDFs: Waikīkī-related flyers are welcome but must look like advertising flyers 
and not press releases. Please format flyers to an 8.5" x 11" size and submit them in a 
PDF format.

Press Releases: Please submit Waikīkī-related press releases as a Word doc. Press Relea-
ses that do no fit within one page of the Wikiwiki Wire newsletter will be returned for 
editing. 

Photos: For best results, please upload photos as a separate JPEG attachment  - 
maximum 2 MB each image.
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We are a cross-section of business, government and the community; our members 
care about the future of this special place - Waikīkī.

For more than 40 years, the Waikiki Improvement Association has remained true to 
its objective: to improve, enrich and beautify Waikīkī  for the benefit of residents and
visitors alike and to promote conditions conducive to the economic and cultural 
good and for the betterment of the entire community.

HAWAIIAN DIACRITICAL MARKS
Waikīkī Improvement Association recognizes the use of diacritical marks (i.e., 
glottal stop (‘), macron (ā) in place names of Hawai‘i, such as Waikīkī and Kalākaua 
Avenue and will include them whenever possible. We also re- spect the individual 
use (or not) of these markings for names of organizations and businesses.

There will also be times when we may not have a chance to add or change the 
markings in all of the articles submitted and when that happens, e kala mai.


