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The Waikīkī Beach Special Improvement District Association (WBSIDA) in partnership with the State 
Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) is working toward a nightly beach closure of the 
Royal Hawaiian Beach area (between the Royal Hawaiian Groin to the Waikīkī Police station at Kuhio 
Beach). The beach closure would be from 2am to 5am daily and would be consistent with the City and 
County of Honolulu beach park closure that is already in effect at Kuhio Beach Park (the adjacent area).  

The recent increase in overnight sleeping and personal items being stored on the beach overnight and 
into the next day has necessitated this change and closes a loophole in the beach park regulations 

WAIKĪKĪ BEACH NEWS AND UPDATES 

NEW PROPOSED 
OVERNIGHT BEACH 

CLOSURES
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NEW PROPOSED OVERNIGHT BEACH CLOSURES

with people being cleared from Kuhio Beach to simply end up at the Royal Hawaiian Beach.  The 
idea has widespread support from the DLNR and Honolulu Police Department (HPD). The Waikīkī 
Neighborhood Board unanimously passed a resolution in support of this effort at their February 8, 
2022 board meeting.

Proposed Beach Closure Details: 
1. Royal Hawaiian Beach area closure 2am to 5am daily (from Royal Hawaiian Groin to Kuhio Beach 

Park, police sub-station).
2. No loitering (only will allow transiting through or to ocean)
3. DLNR and HPD joint enforcement of new closure hours.
4. DLNR has no camping on beach rules already in place.
5. Can be temporary (emergency measure until rules are passed).
6. The Board of Land and Natural Resources will need to approve the request for beach closure that 

will be submitted to the Land Board by the Division of Boating and Ocean Recreation of the DLNR. 
7. May require additional rule amendments as a longer-term permanent measure.
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WAIKĪKĪ BEACH NEWS AND UPDATES 

The WBSIDA 
"Class-B" 

Memberships
All tenants of commercial space in the Waikiki District 
are eligible to apply for Class B membership in WBSIDA. 
There is no membership fee.

The Waikīkī Beach Special Improvement District was 
created on May 18, 2015 by City ordinance to focus 
our Waikiki community’s efforts on partnerships with 
government and others to preserve, maintain and 
restore Waikiki Beach. The Waikīkī Beach Special 
Improvement District Association (WBSIDA) was then 
created to carry out the purposes of the City ordinance. 
WBISIDA encourages you to apply for membership by 
filling out and returning the Class-B membership form 
(see link below).  Our District needs your participation in 
this critical effort for Waikiki!

Support the mission of WBSIDA, which is dedicated 
to enhancing the resilience of Waikīkī by ensuring the 
coordinated management and long term sustainability of 
Waikiki Beach and nearshore waters. 

Join  as  a "B Class” Member” and qualify to win an 
$100 Gift Card for Dukes Waikīkī and $100 Gift Card 
for Hula Grill.  Sign up before  March 31, 2022 to qualify 
for the gift card raffle!

Sign up at the link below 
“Class B” Membership Form (No Fee)
https://www.wbsida.org/wbsida-membership

https://www.wbsida.org/wbsida-membership
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Safe Access Oahu ended on Saturday, March 5th. “This 
is a day we waited for, for the last two years,” said Mayor 
Rick Blangiardi, “We feel very confident going forward, our 
numbers look really good for Oahu.”

Dylan Ching of TS Restaurants and a director on the board 
of Hawaii Tourism said, “The Safe Access Oahu program 
was an important tool to keep our people safe and the 
economy open.  Now we look forward to one step closer to 
a restriction free Hawaii.” 

For the first time since March 4, 2020, the City and County of Honolulu will 
no longer operate under an emergency order regarding COVID-19.

Safe Access Oahu program required businesses —such as restaurants, fitness 
centers and events that served food — to verify employees and customers 
were fully vaccinated or had a negative COVID-19 test within the prior 48 
hours.

Since the omicron surge over 
the holidays, case numbers have 
steadily begun to decrease over 
the last month. This has led the 
city to lift its final restrictions.

Safe Access Oahu Ends
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Waikiki Beach Clean-Up 
with Maui Brewing

Join us on Saturday, March 26th 
from 8:30am – 11:30am as we 
walk through Waikiki, picking up 
trash and helping to beautify the 
neighborhood! 

Meet up at the entrance of Maui Brewing Com-
pany Waikiki (entrance nearest to the Outrigger 
Beachcomber lobby) by 8:30am. Trash bags and gloves will be provided along with bot-
tled water to keep us all hydrated along the way. Please bring and wear your sunglasses, 
hats and face masks. Tag us on Instagram at @mauibrewingco to be entered into a raffle 
from some sweet MBC gear including a $100 gift card, MBC growler and logo t-shirt 
and hat!

At Maui Brewing Company, one of our core values is to be good stewards of our com-
munity and ‘aina. As part of the iconic Waikiki community, we want to apply the same 
passion and care we put into our beers into ensuring the health and prosperity of this 
paradise we call home!

Thank you to all of our supporters while we navigated through a challenging couple of 
years.



W I K I W I K I  W I R E 8

Duke Kahanamoku’s 
Replica Surfboard from 

the Waterman Film 
NOW ON DISPLAY AT THE MOANA SURFRIDER

Five-time Olympic medalist and Native Hawaiian Duke Paoa Kahanamoku shattered records and 
brought surfing to the world while overcoming a lifetime of personal challenges. 

The 100-pound redwood Duke Kahanamoku surfboard replica shaped by Pohaku Stone and surfed by 
Duane DeSoto in the Waterman film is now on display in the Moana Surfrider lobby. 

Waterman is an original documentary by Sidewinder Films, narrated by Jason Momoa, and directed by 
Isaac Halasima, nephew of Jan Gordon Fisher who sculpted the Duke statue on Waikīkī Beach. 

The film explores the journey and legacy of Duke Kahanamoku as a legendary swimmer, trailblazer, 
and the undisputed father of modern-day surfing. Featuring commentary from surfing’s biggest stars, 
including newly crowned Olympic gold medalist Carissa Moore and the last of the Kahanamoku beach 
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boys Harry “Didi” Robello, Waterman 
also delves into his personal successes, 
struggles and humanitarianism through 
rare footage, contemporary visuals and 
incisive interviews.

Through Duke’s incredible athletic 
accomplishments, personal doctrine of 
Aloha, and enduring gift of surfing to 
the world, Waterman explores a theme 
that still resonates today – the role of 
sports in breaking societal barriers – 
and celebrates Duke’s triumphs and 
philosophy of inclusion, challenging us 
all to embrace diversity and incorporate 
Aloha into our own lives.

To catch Waterman in theaters 
throughout the Hawaiian Islands 
starting on April 1, visit 
https://www.consolidatedtheatres.com/
kapolei/film/waterman. It won’t be in 
theaters long, so get your tickets today!  
For more about the film visit www.
watermanthemovie.com.

https://www.consolidatedtheatres.com/kapolei/film/waterman
https://www.consolidatedtheatres.com/kapolei/film/waterman
http://www.watermanthemovie.com
http://www.watermanthemovie.com
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WBIDA New 
Operations Manager

Robert comes to the WBIDA with 
experience in facility operations and 
production, security, and hospitality. 
As Operations Manager, Robert will 

oversee district operations and contract 
management. We are especially excited 

to harness Robert’s experience to 
enhance clean and safe services in 
Waikiki. For on-street businesses, 

Robert will provide greater coordination 
and outreach, and a daily presence on 

the sidewalks. Join us in welcoming 
Robert to Waikiki.
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Our new Halekulani Fine Art Collection, exhibited throughout the property, invites our guests and
visitors to indulge in an elevated art experience featuring a curated selection of local art legends
and rising contemporary artists.

We invite you to experience this collection for yourself…..what may be understood as an artist’s
abstraction of reality, is an opportunity to see from other perspectives and an invitation to view
what is normally unseen or inaccessible to the naked eye.

Halekulani │ 2199 Kalia Road, Honolulu, Hawaii 96815 | Telephone: 808-923-2311 | www.halekulani.com

o March 12 – Clearing the Clutter
• Prepare for Spring and review all aspects of purging for the new

season.

o March 26 – Movement As Medicine
• Discuss the importance of daily movement, the many forms to

practice, and its role in aging well.

The 75-minute discussion are open to the public and are $25 per person.
Please call 808-931-5322 for more information and to reserve a spot.

La Mer is the embodiment of our tradition of excellence as our vision
continues in setting culinary trends while keeping the classical techniques of
Neo-Classic French cuisine. As Hawaii’s only restaurant recognized with the
dual distinction of AAA Five Diamond Award and Forbes 5-Star Award, we
hope you consider La Mer for your next unforgettable occasion.

Please call 808-518-2019 to reserve your table.

AARRTT  OOFF  WWEELLLLBBEEIINNGG  PPRREESSEENNTTAATTIIOONNSS  -- MMAARRCCHH
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Halepuna Waikiki by Halekulani │ 2233 Helumoa Road, Honolulu, Hawaii 96815 | Telephone: 808-921-7272 | www.halepuna.com

SSUUIITTEE EESSCCAAPPEE
Introducing our first ever suite package:

• Daily Breakfast for up to two-persons at Orchids (located at
Halekulani)

• Two-day pool cabana rental with two-cocktails daily
• 45-minute couple’s massage once during your stay
• Halepuna Access – Complimentary access to the Honolulu Museum

& Bishop Museum
• Fitness Classes
• Complimentary WiFi and NO resort fees

Minimum four-night stay required. Call 808-445-9595 to reserve your suite!

Time to plan a Spring Break staycation
At Waikiki’s newest luxury boutique!

KKAAMMAA’’AAIINNAA RRAATTEE
Revisit Waikiki with Halepuna Waikiki’s Kama’aina package:

• $255 + taxes daily with upgrade to Waikiki Mountain View at time
of check-in (Based on single/double occupancy)

• Guaranteed 4pm late checkout
• Complimentary daily self-parking
• Halepuna Access – Complimentary access to the Honolulu Museum

& Bishop Museum
• Fitness Classes
• Complimentary WiFi and NO resort fees

Call 808-445-9595 to reserve your room today!
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Phone: (808) 946-6116 email: Jeanne@foodgurushawaii.com website: FoodGurusUsa.com

HAWAII’S RESTAURANT  
MARKETING SPECIALIST 

 

Communication | Creative & Production | Digital | Marketing
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@HawaiiConventionCenter @HIConventionCtr

Hawai‘i Convention Center Kicks Off 2022 Sports Events

@HawaiiConventionCenter

The Hawai‘i Convention Center is pleased to
welcome guests for indoor and outdoor meetings
and events, with no capacity restrictions as of
Feb. 1, 2022. 

With 28 volleyball and badminton courts, 18
basketball courts and 11 futsal courts, the Hawai‘i
Convention Center is kicking off major sports
events again. Most recently, the Center safely
hosted hundreds of guests for the Transpacific
Volleyball Championships from Jan. 15-17, 2022,
and the Aloha Region President’s Day Weekend
Tournament on Feb. 19 and 20, 2022.

On March 19 & 20, 2022, the Center will host the
Aloha Region Spring Break Madness Volleyball
Tournament.  

In compliance with the Safe Access O‘ahu program,
event participants must provide confirmation of
COVID-19 vaccination or a negative COVID-19 test 48
hours prior to entry. Masks are required at all events.

Please visit our Health & Safety Protocols
page at HawaiiConvention.com for information

on requirements for entry.
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Singer-Songwriter Ben Vegas will perform at  
Waikiki Beach Walk on Sunday, March 13  

 
     

 
 
 

 
 
 

Monthly “Mele Hali’a” event features 
popular headliner and guitar talent 

 
 
 

Waikiki Beach Walk, the vibrant shopping, dining and entertainment district at Lewers Street and 
Kalakaua Avenue, has announced that Ben Vegas will headline its popular monthly musical 
showcase, Mele Hali‘a on Sunday, March 13 from 5 to 6 p.m. A popular recording artist and skilled 
musician, Ben Vegas is a contemporary Hawaiian music singer, musician and songwriter. He will 
perform traditional Hawaiian and island contemporary music. Vegas was a member of the Fabulous 
Krush show band and has toured with Kealii Reichel and Na Leo Pilimehana. 
 
Hawaiian Music and Cultural Programming in 2022 
Waikiki Beach Walk will host an amazing array of complimentary music and cultural programming 
during 2022. (All performances are weather permitting.) Every Tuesday, it’s “Kū Ha‘aheo,” with 
live Hawaiian entertainment from 4:30 to 6 p.m. The weekly series at the Plaza Stage is  
March 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29.  
 
Waikiki’s popular “Ka Lei Hula” (March 6, 13, 20 and 27) offers complimentary hula practice 
each Sunday morning at 9 a.m.  The classes are free and pre-registration is encouraged: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ka-lei-hula-free-weekly-hula-classes-tickets-114776042232  
 
Waikiki Beach Walk Open Market on Mondays from 4 to 8 p.m. The lively experience provides 
an eco-friendly way to support local businesses, while discovering truly one-of-a-kind souvenirs, 
handmade art, and snacks to take home for yourself or as a gift to someone special. 
 
For details and the latest news, including shops, services, entertainment, dining and events, visit 
www.waikikibeachwalk.com or Facebook/Instagram @waikikibeachwalk   



 

RESTAURANT SUNTORY ANNOUNCES GRAND REOPENING 
The Rebirth of an Icon Brings an Entirely New Restaurant Design & Elevated Menu Offerings 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
After closing for renovations in the fall of 2021, this month Restaurant Suntory will usher in a 
new era for its 42nd year in business with a complete restaurant redesign and an elevated 
menu to match. Located on the third level of Royal Hawaiian Center in Waikiki, Restaurant 
Suntory is the shopping complex’s sole original tenant and the only Restaurant Suntory in the 
USA, making their reopening extra significant. 
 
The $2 million renovation marks the biggest of the restaurant’s renovations since it opened 
its doors in 1980. The restaurant still offers multiple Japanese dining experiences, such as 
teppanyaki (cooking done at the table on a flat iron grill), sushi and the revered omakase-style 
meal option, and other types of washoku (Japanese cuisine), but with a fresh new twist and 
elevated techniques and ingredients to match the evolving tastes and needs of today’s diners.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The newly refurbished space captures a sophisticated and refined aesthetic inspired by the 
Japanese art of minimalism as well as Honolulu’s natural scenery. Through the use of rich, 
earthy color tones and soft, natural lighting, the new interior exudes a sense of modern luxury 
that balances elegance with simplicity. Tying it all together is the artfully aged wood lining the 
room, which pays homage to the illustrious Japanese whisky barrels that helped the Suntory 
brand rise to fame as a leading maker of fine spirits.  
 
One of the most notable changes can be seen at the 
sushi counter, Tokiwa. Tucked away in a private 
section with its own immersive atmosphere, the 
redesigned space allows guests to leave the outside 
world behind and savor an intimate dining moment. 
 
For updates on the reopening, please visit:  
https://www.restaurantsuntory.com/Announcement.htm. 



















W I K I W I K I  W I R E 29

STREET ACTIVITY
IN AND NEAR WAIKĪKĪ (COURTESY OF THE CITY)

DUE TO CDC RECOMMENDATION
ON GATHERINGS AND TO MINIMIZE RISK
OF EXPOSURE TO COVID-19, ALL EVENTS HAVE BEEN 
CANCELLED.
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Wikiwiki Wire is published on the first Monday of each month. If you would like to share 
your news with other members, please send your info to: editor@waikikiimprovement.
com.

Submission Deadline
Waikīkī-related news and information submitted by members (or their PR agencies) for 
the Wikiwiki Wire newsletter should be received no later than 5 PM MONDAY, ONE 
WEEK PRIOR to the newsletter’s publication and distribution on the first Monday of 
each month. 

News & Stories: Please submit any Waikīkī-related stories/articles as a Word doc and 
include photos to accompany stories/ articles. For best results, please upload photos as 
a separate JPEG attachment  - maximum 2 MB each image.

Flyers/PDFs: Waikīkī-related flyers are welcome but must look like advertising flyers 
and not press releases. Please format flyers to an 8.5" x 11" size and submit them in a 
PDF format.

Press Releases: Please submit Waikīkī-related press releases as a Word doc. Press Relea-
ses that do no fit within one page of the Wikiwiki Wire newsletter will be returned for 
editing. 

Photos: For best results, please upload photos as a separate JPEG attachment  - 
maximum 2 MB each image.
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We are a cross-section of business, government and the community; our members 
care about the future of this special place - Waikīkī.

For more than 40 years, the Waikiki Improvement Association has remained true to 
its objective: to improve, enrich and beautify Waikīkī  for the benefit of residents and
visitors alike and to promote conditions conducive to the economic and cultural 
good and for the betterment of the entire community.

HAWAIIAN DIACRITICAL MARKS
Waikīkī Improvement Association recognizes the use of diacritical marks (i.e., 
glottal stop (‘), macron (ā) in place names of Hawai‘i, such as Waikīkī and Kalākaua 
Avenue and will include them whenever possible. We also re- spect the individual 
use (or not) of these markings for names of organizations and businesses.

There will also be times when we may not have a chance to add or change the 
markings in all of the articles submitted and when that happens, e kala mai.


