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Waikiki Beach Maintenance 
Project Complete

Just in time for the upcoming summer season, the Waikīkī Beach Maintenance project to restore and 
rejuvenate Waikīkī is complete. The 14 week-long recurring maintenance project retrieved marine sand 
from a large sand field in shallow waters about 1,000-feet offshore. The project roughly doubled the 
beach width on most sections of the Royal Hawaiian Beach cell between the Royal Hawaiian Hotel and 
Kuhio Beach park.  

The project involved first dredging and pumping the sand to a stockpile into the Kuhio beach swim 
basin then transferring the sand to the Royal Hawaiian Beach.  The sand hauling and placement portion 
started on April 27th taking 6 days total and was completed May 4th with the beach completely 
reopened on May 14, approximately 3 weeks ahead of schedule due to the adjusted sand placement 
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WAIKĪKĪ BEACH MAINTENANCE PROJECT COMPLETED

schedule with hauling and placing sand for a 12 hour period each day rather than half-day.  
The project started with offshore dredging of marine sand on January 26, 2021 and was 
successful in retrieving approximately 21,700 cubic yards of offshore sand and placing it on 
the beach in the Royal Hawaiian to Moana Beach cell.  

The project is another example of the successful public-private partnership between the 
DLNR Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands (OCCL) who managed the project and the 
Waikīkī Beach Special Improvement District Association (WBSIDA) which put $1 million 
toward the ~$3.5 million cost.  The project contractors, Kiewit Infrastructure Group and 
American Marine were instrumental in the success of the project working through poor 
weather and high surf conditions in order to complete the job ahead of schedule.  The project 
is part of a planned (5-10 year) maintenance of Waikiki Beach using a “sand recycling” concept 
utilizing offshore sand eroded from the beach and placing back on the beach.
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WAIKĪKĪ BEACH MAINTENANCE PROJECT COMPLETED

Rick Egged, President of the WBSIDA added, “We are delighted with the project outcomes 
and are especially pleased with the results of the accelerated sand placement schedule which 
allowed us to complete this project well before the planned June completion date.  With the 
visitor economy just starting to recover from the global pandemic, it was critical this project 
be completed before the busy summer season begins.  I am happy to say, residents and 
visitors can all expect a new and refreshed Waikīkī Beach just in time for summer.”

This is the second time in a decade Waikīkī has had a sand replenishment project and many 
experts agree, due to sea level rise, this type of maintenance project will be necessary over 
the course of the next few decades, every 5-10 years if not more frequently with storms.  

For more information visit:  https://www.wbsida.org/waikiki-beach-maintenance
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On May 18, 2021 the Department of 
Facility Maintenance (DFM) started a 
long overdue sidewalk construction 
and repair project fronting the Luana 
Waikiki Hotels and Suites at 2045 
Kalakaua Ave. 

This project is part of the Concrete 
Sidewalk Maintenance Program within 
the City and County of Honolulu 
whose goal is to prevent and repair 
sidewalk trip hazards in the interest of 
public safety. 

This section along Kalakaua was 
necessary to repair due to flooding  
caused by the uplifting of tree roots 
and has been a safety hazard for 
pedestrians. In addition to sidewalk 
repair, the current trees will be 
replaced by Urban Forestry with 
those who have less aggressive roots 
systems.  The project is expected to 
be completed mid-June.

Luana Hotel 
Sidewalk Repair Project
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Department of Transportation Services (DTS)

Effective June 15, 2021

TheBus will no longer serve:

Bus Stop #887 (Kalia Rd + Opp Maluhia Rd)

Trolley/Tour buses are not allowed to stop at City

bus stops within the Waikiki district. As such, this

stop will be converted into a Trolley/Tour bus stop.

The nearest bus stops will be:

Bus Stop #886 (Kalia Rd + Paoa Pl)
o 800’ west, fronting Hilton Hawaiian Village

Bus Stop #888 (Kalia Rd + Saratoga Rd)
o 900’ east, fronting US Army Museum

See map below for details.

For comments/questions, contact the DTS at +1-808-768-8372 or thebusstop@honolulu.gov.

For schedule and route information: www.thebus.org or call +1-808-848-5555 (press 2).
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COVID-19
Vaccination Clinic 

The International Market Place is partnering with The Queen’s Health Systems to host a 
COVID-19 vaccination clinic for the community. Residents ages 12 years and older are 

eligible. Free vaccinations will be offered from noon to 5:00 p.m. on June 11, 2021 at the 
International Market Place’s Parking on Level 3. Participants may also receive one hour of 

free self-parking.

“We are pleased to collaborate with the International Market Place to provide this 
important layer of protection in the fight against COVID-19”, said Jill Hoggard Green, PhD, 
RN, President and Chief Executive Officer of The Queen’s Health Systems. “We recognize 

the impact COVID-19 has had on all of us, and by coming together we are making a 
difference in improving the health and well-being of our community.”

This program is open to the community with no cost. 
Please bring a photo ID and Health insurance card (if you have one), and download and 

complete a Queens health form at: 
https://covid.queens.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/118598-Pre-Vaccination-Form-

Fillabe-format.pdf

QUEEN’S HEALTH SYSTEMS AND 
THE INTERNATIONAL MARKETPLACE OFFERS 
COVID-19 VACCINATION CLINIC ON JUNE 11

https://covid.queens.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/118598-Pre-Vaccination-Form-Fillabe-format.pdf
https://covid.queens.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/118598-Pre-Vaccination-Form-Fillabe-format.pdf
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JoAnn@WaikikiImprovement.com
T 808 923 1094

WAIKĪKĪ IMPROVMENT ASSOCIATION  
MID YEAR MEMBERSHIP MEETING
DATE:        WEDNESDAY, JUNE 16, 2021 
TIME:         4:00 PM 
VIA:            ZOOM   
WHAT:      “WAIKIKI UPDATES” 

REGISTER IN ADVANCE: 

To register please email:  JoAnn@WaikikiImprovement.com                          
(She will send you the zoom link)

For more info:
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Royal Hawaiian Center and International Market 
Place are the two official venues across the state 
participating in Make Music Hawai‘i on Monday, 
June 21st.

Make Music Day is an international celebration 
of music founded in 1982 in France to 
demonstrate the power of music to unite 
and uplift people, to spread joy and to build 
community. It features outdoor concerts, 
performances, music lessons, jam sessions 
and other musical experiences on the streets, 
sidewalks, parks and public spaces in over 1,000 
cities across the world.

“Our goal is to have every musician, regardless 
of age or professionalism, pour onto Hawai‘i’s streets, parks, plazas, and porches to share their 
music with friends, neighbors, and the world,” said Nalani Jenkins, Founder of Make Music 
Hawai‘i, President of 721, LLC and founding member of Na Leo Pilimehana.

All Make Music Hawaiʻi events are free and open to the public – a great opportunity for 
exposure and activation.

Like play? Like host?

All Waikīkī hotels, restaurants, and storefronts are invited to join Make Music Hawai‘i for a 
worldwide musical celebration on the summer solstice, June 21st.

To participate in Make Music Day on June 21, 2021, musicians and venues 
need to sign up at MakeMusicHawaii.org to be included the program’s 
exclusive matchmaking portal that will connect local musicians seeking a 
place to perform with local venues waiting to book their space.  

For more information, follow Make Music Hawaiʻi on social media and let’s 
make music!

An International Celebration of Music 
Comes to Royal Hawaiian Center and 

International Market Place

http://MakeMusicHawaii.org
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Just steps from International 
Market Place, Brookfield Properties’ 
28-story mixed-use rental building, 
Līlia Waikīkī, continues to rise 
on the corner of Kūhio Avenue 
and Kānekapōlei Street. This new 
development is looking forward to 
topping off the vertical structure 
with its final concrete pour next 
month. Targeting to open in Q2 
2022, Līlia Waikīkī is the first for-
rent apartment development built 
in Waikīkī in decades. This second 
phase will include 401 rental units, 
which includes 38 affordable units 
reserved for households earning no 
more than 80 percent of the area 
median income (AMI).
 
The project will feature a collection 
of studios, one-, two- and three-
bedroom apartments with average 
sizes ranging from 437 to 1,200 
square feet. Embracing modern 
open floorplans, all units feature 
refined elegance, comfort and high-
quality finishes complete with a 
private lanai to maximize views of 
mauka to makai and Diamond Head.
 

Introducing  Waikiki's Newest 
Affordable Rental in 2022
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Amenities include a resort-style pool and spa, a state-of-the-art fitness center, private cabanas for 
outdoor dining, grilling stations, a social room, and a lush sitting garden centered around a majestic 
banyan tree. Through thoughtful design and programming, Līlia Waikīkī will be a place for residents to 
plant their roots in a community that values open space and a healthy lifestyle.
 
The first two levels will feature a dynamic retail environment of shops and restaurants anchored by the 
two-story Waikīkī Market operated by Food Pantry Ltd., serving as Waikīkī’s only full-service, locally 
owned grocery store.
 
The high-rise tower is the final installment of the development that includes the 53 fully renovated 
rental units at Kānekapōlei Collection located on the Diamond Head side of Kānekapōlei Street. 
Altogether, Brookfield Properties will add 91 affordable rentals to O‘ahu’s housing inventory.
 
Visit liliawaikiki.com for more information.

WAIKĪKĪ’S NEWEST DESTINATION COMING 2022

http://liliawaikiki.com 
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STREET ACTIVITY
IN AND NEAR WAIKĪKĪ (COURTESY OF THE CITY)

DUE TO CDC RECOMMENDATION
ON GATHERINGS AND TO MINIMIZE RISK
OF EXPOSURE TO COVID-19, ALL EVENTS HAVE BEEN 
CANCELLED.
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The Hawai‘i Convention Center welcomed 1,200

participants for the Hawai‘i Prayer Breakfast on May 7,

2021. It was the Center’s largest in-person meeting

since the start of COVID-19 pandemic health and safety

restrictions in March 2020. The breakfast included

state and local leaders, as well as noted speakers Dr.

Tony Evans and Priscilla Shirer. 

The Center has implemented industry-leading health

and safety measures led by ASM Global’s

comprehensive Venue Shield program. This includes

health and safety technologies, new food and beverage

options, revised layouts for socially distanced

gatherings, and extensive staff training. During the

breakfast, the Center’s Exhibit Hall featured socially

distanced tables, as well as freshly made, individually

packaged meals, with staff and guests observing PPE

guidelines.

The City & County of Honolulu eased COVID-19

restrictions for the island of O‘ahu to allow for select

gatherings, meetings and events under the Tier 3

reopening strategy. Tier 3 allows venues such as

convention centers, third-party conference room

providers, and banquet halls to host low-risk structured

event.

ASIAN/PACIFIC

AMERICAN HERITAGE

MONTH

@HawaiiConventionCenter

@HIConventionCtr

@HawaiiConventionCenter

HAWAI‘I CONVENTION CENTER HOSTS 1,200 GUESTS

FOR HAWAI‘I PRAYER BREAKFAST

IT IS THE LARGEST GATHERING THE CENTER HAS HOSTED THIS

YEAR AS COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS ARE EASED ON O‘AHU

 

We were proud to celebrate

Asian/Pacific American

Heritage Month in May. This

special month highlights the

cultures, traditions and

history of Asian Americans,

Native Hawaiians and Pacific

Islanders (AANHPIs) in the

United States. The Hawai‘i

Convention Center is

honored to be home to many

cultural events that

celebrate our AANHPI

communities.

Visit HawaiiConvention.com

for updates and additional

information about booking a

meeting or event. The

Center’s interactive virtual

map offers a complete 3D

tour of rooms and facilities.
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BEYOND VAN GOGH: The Immersive Experience 
Opens at Hawaii Convention Center on July 2

 
WAIKIKI, HI —Beyond 
Van Gogh: The Immersive 
Experience presented by 
First Hawaiian Bank is 
coming to Waikiki at the 
Hawaii Convention Cen-
ter. Tickets are now on 
sale at www.vangoghho-
nolulu.com 

Opening July 2 for a lim-
ited engagement, Beyond 
Van Gogh: The Immersive 
Experience was creat-
ed by French-Canadian 
creative director Mathieu St-Arnaud and his team at Montreal’s world-renowned Normal Studio. This 
immersive experience features more than 300 of Vincent Van Gogh’s iconic artworks and takes the art 
lover into a three-dimensional world that exhilarates the senses.

After tremendous successes in Europe, cinematic Van Gogh exhibitions have crossed the ocean to great 
North American acclaim in recent years. In a rich and unique multimedia experience using cutting-edge 
projection technology developed by some of the world’s greatest AV designers, Beyond Van Gogh takes 
on the challenge of breathing new life into Van Gogh’s vast body of work. Using the artist’s own dreams, 
thoughts, and words to drive the experience as a narrative, guests move along projection-swathed walls 
wrapped in light and color that swirls, dances, and refocuses into flowers, cafes, and landscapes.

While journeying through Beyond Van Gogh, guests witness over 300 masterpieces, including instant-
ly recognizable classics such as “The Starry Night,” “Sunflowers,” and “Café Terrace at Night,” now freed 
from their frames. Van Gogh’s art comes to life by appearing and disappearing, flowing across multiple 
surfaces, and heightening the senses with their immense detail. Through his own words set to a sym-
phonic score, guests come to a new appreciation of this tortured artist’s stunning work. It’s no surprise 
that millions of people all over the world credit Van Gogh with enhancing their relationship with art. 
Beyond Van Gogh will only deepen it further.

The Hawaii Convention Center provides organizations from around the globe with a setting that is dis-
tinctly Hawaii in style while being spacious, modern, and flexible. The Center's striking open-air design of 
public spaces, abundance of natural light and lush landscaping provide a meetings backdrop unlike any-
where else in the world.
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COVID-19 VACCINATIONS 
(No Out-of-Pocket Cost)
 International Market Place 

Level 3 Valet, 2377 Kūhiō Ave., Honolulu, HI 96815
May 28 • June 4 • June 11

12:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Pre-registration is highly recommended but not required.
You may pre-register at: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/queens-mobile-
vaccine-clinic-at-international-market-place-on-052821-tickets-156187993493

n Johnson & Johnson (Janssen) Vaccine - Anyone 18 years or older. 
n Pfizer Vaccine - Anyone 12 years or older
n Bring:  Photo ID and Health Insurance Card (if you have one)

n Complete the Queens Registration Form and Consent Form. 
 Download forms and bring the completed forms with you on day of vaccination.

If you have any questions, please call the COVID Vaccination Line at 691-2222. 

OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY • NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED
Insurance is NOT required for vaccination.

Attendees to receive 1 hour free parking, validated rates apply thereafter.

https://covid.queens.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/118598-Pre-Vaccination-Form-
Fillabe-format.pdf



 

 
 

What’s Happening at International Market Place in June 
 
Get Vaccinated with The Queen’s Health Center (June 4 and 11) 
International Market Place is partnering with The Queen’s 
Health Systems to host mobile COVID-19 vaccination clinics 
for the community. Ages 12 years and older are eligible. 
Vaccinations will be offered from noon to 5:00 p.m. on 
Fridays, June 4 and June 11 at International Market Place’s 
Parking on Level 3. Participants will receive one hour of free 
self-parking to park on Levels 4 through 6. Validation rates 
will apply after the first hour. 
 
Making an appointment is highly recommended, but walk-ins are welcome too. Attendees 
must complete a registration form and bring a government-issued photo ID. Insurance is 
not required for vaccination. Anyone under 18 years old will also need to complete a 
consent form at https://covid.queens.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/118598-Pre-
Vaccination-Form-Fillabe-format.pdf. To pre-register and make an appointment, please 
visit https://www.eventbrite.com/e/queens-mobile-vaccine-clinic-at-international-market-
place-on-052821-tickets-156187993493.  
 
Hoʻomau Hawaiʻi Market (June 12-13) 
As part of the new Emerge With Taubman platform that 
provides short-term leasing opportunities to plug-and-play 
retail spaces, International Market Place will launch 
the Hoʻomau Hawaiʻi Market featuring Native Hawaiian-
owned designers and artists, including Mahina Made, Jules 
+ Gem, Kahua ʻĀina, Hawaii’s Heritage Jewelers and 
Lahaʻole Designs. The pop-up will be located on Level 3, 
Grand Lānai. For more information, 
visit shopinternationalmarketplace.com/events/hoomauhawaiimarket. 
 
Dinner and a Show (June 18-20) 
Treat dad to a night out complete with a live musical performance and tasty grinds 
overlooking Kalākaua Avenue at ShoreFyre. For Father’s Day weekend, June 18-20, 
Natural Vibrations will be taking the stage as a part of ShoreFyre’s Weekend Concert 
Series. Limited tickets and seating are available. Can’t make it? No worries. ShoreFyre 
has entertainment seven nights a week. For more information, please 
visit www.shorefyre.com. 
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Waikiki Beach Walk Adds Three New Attractions
Local Honey, International Art and Hawaiian Culture are among the latest offerings

Waikiki Beach Walk, the vibrant shopping, dining and entertainment district at 
Lewers Street and Kalakaua Avenue, has added new stores and cultural attrac-
tions to its distinctive collection of shopping, dining and entertainment.

Founded in 2013, Oahu Honey Company is locally owned and operated by 
power couple Justin Duny and Brittany Hegedus.  In 2009 Justin began rescu-
ing honeybees that were scheduled for extermination or hive elimination and 
rehoming them safely at farms across Oahu. His passion for bees grew from 
there, and he continues to maintain the hives while helping local farmers who 
rely on the bees to pollinate their crops.  Brittany harvests the honey, beeswax, 
and pollen to make raw, natural products, including soaps, candles, lotions, fruit 
spreads, and flavored product, such as her spicy and distinctive “Hot Honey.” 
Brittany’s creativity recently led her to start making Honey Ice Cream. We are 
excited to see what this dynamic duo will discover next.

Park West Fine Art Museum & Gallery provides a free-to-the-public art experi-
ence that invites visitors to browse incredible artwork from some of the biggest 
names in classical and contemporary art, including icons like Pablo Picasso, 
Rembrandt, Marc Chagall, Peter Max, Leroy Neiman, Thomas Kinkade, and many 
more. It’s part museum and part gallery, offering a memorable experience for 
locals and vacationers when visiting Waikiki.  As the world’s largest art dealer, 
Park West offers artwork priced for every level of collector, making it easy to 
find a new favorite work of art.

To herald and celebrate Hawai‘i’s rich musical legacy and its revered tradition 
of feather lei making, The Royal Room has recently opened on the upper level, 
overlooking the plaza. The Royal Room celebrates Hawai‘i’s musical heritage, 
from the Monarchy era to the present day, with museum-quality exhibits. In 
addition, the space – which is part gallery, part classroom and cultural show-
room –highlights the Hawaiian tradition of feather lei making. Curated by the 
non-profit Hawaiian Music Hall of Fame and staffed by volunteers, The Royal 
Room’s interactive exhibits and hands-on classes are designed to perpetuate 
Hawai‘i’s traditional arts, many that were elevated by ali’i (Hawai’i’s royal class) 
to the world stage.

In addition, Beach Walk Market – an open-air collection of local vendors and 
farmers market favorites – has added a second evening on the Plaza.  Pop 
Culture Artisan Pops is the latest vendor to join the dynamic selection of food, 
crafts and gifts that happens on Mondays and Wednesdays from 4 to 8 p.m.
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Wikiwiki Wire GUIDELINES
Wikiwiki Wire is published on the first Friday of each month. If you would like to share 
your news with other members, please send your info to: editor@waikikiimprovement.
com.

Submission Deadline
Waikīkī-related news and information submitted by members (or their PR agencies) for 
the Wikiwiki Wire newsletter should be received no later than 5 PM MONDAY, ONE 
WEEK PRIOR to the newsletter’s publication and distribution on the first Monday of 
each month. 

News & Stories: Please submit any Waikīkī-related stories/articles as a Word doc and 
include photos to accompany stories/ articles. For best results, please upload photos as 
a separate JPEG attachment  - maximum 2 MB each image.

Flyers/PDFs: Waikīkī-related flyers are welcome but must look like advertising flyers 
and not press releases. Please format flyers to an 8.5" x 11" size and submit them in a 
PDF format.

Press Releases: Please submit Waikīkī-related press releases as a Word doc. Press Relea-
ses that do no fit within one page of the Wikiwiki Wire newsletter will be returned for 
editing. 

Photos: For best results, please upload photos as a separate JPEG attachment  - 
maximum 2 MB each image.
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We are a cross-section of business, government and the community; our members 
care about the future of this special place - Waikīkī.

For more than 40 years, the Waikiki Improvement Association has remained true to 
its objective: to improve, enrich and beautify Waikīkī  for the benefit of residents and
visitors alike and to promote conditions conducive to the economic and cultural 
good and for the betterment of the entire community.

HAWAIIAN DIACRITICAL MARKS
Waikīkī Improvement Association recognizes the use of diacritical marks (i.e., 
glottal stop (‘), macron (ā) in place names of Hawai‘i, such as Waikīkī and Kalākaua 
Avenue and will include them whenever possible. We also re- spect the individual 
use (or not) of these markings for names of organizations and businesses.

There will also be times when we may not have a chance to add or change the 
markings in all of the articles submitted and when that happens, e kala mai.


