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Waikiki Beach Maintenance
Planned for February 2021
The Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) is planning another beach 
maintenance project from the Royal Hawaiian to Surfrider Moana.  This project is under 
contract with the State and plans to start in late January, 2021.  The WBSIDA is working 
closely with the DLNR to confirm the start date.  The project includes hydraulic dredging 
and pumping up to 20,000 cubic yards of marine sand from offshore Waikīkī as a follow 
up to the 2012 project which brought in 24,000 cubic yards to Waikīkī Beach. The project 
is estimated last approximately 3-4 months.  This is a public-private partnership with 
the WBSIDA providing $1 million toward the $3-4 million estimated total project cost. 
This project will complement the recently completed Royal Hawaiian Groin which was 
completed in early August, 2020 through a similar public-private partnership with the 
WBSIDA.
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The goal of the Waikiki Beach Maintenance Phase II project is to restore and 
maintain the public beach between the Kuhio Beach Ewa Groin and the Royal 
Hawaiian Groin, by the replenishment of up to 20,000 cubic yards of sand dredged 
from nearshore to the beach. The nearshore sand was originally on the beach 
and eroded offshore through time, thus this project is a form of periodic “sand 
recycling.”  It is estimated the beach width will be roughly doubled from the current 
condition in the project area.  The 2012 project entailed 24,000 cubic yards brought 
in from the same nearshore sand source just outside the main “canoes” surf break 
in Waikīkī.  The seaward limit of the restored beach will not exceed the historical 
position of the beach/water interface.  The restored beach will enhance recreational 
opportunities and facilitate lateral access along the shore in addition to providing 
much-needed wave run-up mitigation to the adjacent properties. The intent of the 
project is to restore the beach conditions and shoreline position of the 2012 Beach 
Maintenance Project.

For more information visit:
https://www.wbsida.org/waikiki-beach-maintenance

WAIKĪKĪ BEACH MAINTENANCE PLANNED FOR FEBRUARY 2021

https://www.wbsida.org/waikiki-beach-maintenance
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Environmental Impacts Statement 
Document Released
for Waikiki Beach Improvements

The Department of Land and Natural Resources 
(DLNR) has released an Environmental Impact 
Statement Preparation Notice (EISPN) for the 
Waikīkī Beach Improvement and Maintenance 
Project The DLNR proposes beach improvement 
and maintenance projects in the Fort DeRussy, 
Halekulani, Royal Hawaiian, and Kūhiō Beach 
sectors of Waikīkī. These projects include the 
construction of new beach stabilization structures, 
and the recovery of offshore sand and its placement 
on the shoreline. The objectives of the proposed 
actions are to restore and improve Waikīkī's 
public beaches, increase beach stability through 
improvement and maintenance of shoreline 
structures, provide safe access to and along the 
shoreline, and increase resilience to coastal hazards 
and sea level rise. The proposed actions are 
intended to maintain the economic, social, aesthetic, 
recreational, environmental, cultural, and historical 
qualities of Waikīkī.

Over the past several years, and as recently as 
November of 2020, Waikiki has experienced record 
high tides (King Tides) that have exacerbated 
erosion and flooding. With the combination of 
beach erosion and King Tides, the backshore 
is frequently flooded, particularly during high 
surf events, accelerating damage to backshore 
infrastructure.  Without beach improvements and 



W I K I W I K I  W I R E 6

maintenance, sea level rise is likely to result in total beach loss in Waikīkī and result in an estimated 
economic loss of $50 million to $150 million per hectare1. The loss of Waikīkī Beach alone would 
result in an annual loss of $2.223 billion in visitor expenditures .  Improvements and maintenance like 
those proposed in the EISPN are necessary to restore and maintain the beaches of Waikīkī to continue 
to support Hawaii’s tourism-based economy.  

These events have highlighted the impacts of sea level rise on the beaches of Waikīkī. As sea levels 
continue to rise, beach loss will progressively degrade the recreational, social, cultural, environmental, 
aesthetic, and economic value of Waikīkī.  After nearly 50 years of no new beach stabilization projects 
in Waikīkī, we are now at a crossroads with a clear and increasingly urgent need to implement 
maintenance and improvements to the shoreline in order to preserve and protect this unique and 
highly prized natural resource.

Comments for the EISPN are due within 30 days of publication in the OEQC and need to be submitted 
to the DLNR/ Consultant by January 22, 2021.

For more information visit: https://www.wbsida.org/waikiki-beach-improvements

1 Tarui, N., Peng, M., Eversole, D. (2018). Economic Impact Analysis of the Potential Erosion of Waikīkī 
Beach. University of Hawaiʻi Sea Grant College Program. April 2018.

https://www.wbsida.org/waikiki-beach-improvements 
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STREET ACTIVITY
IN AND NEAR WAIKIKI (COURTESY OF THE CITY)

DUE TO CDC RECOMMENDATION
ON GATHERINGS AND TO MINIMIZE RISK
OF EXPOSURE TO COVID-19, ALL EVENTS HAVE BEEN 
CANCELLED.
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The Hawai‘i Convention Center has earned a 2020 Hawaii Green

Business Award, announced in early December by the Hawaii

State Energy Office. 

The Center is among a total of 20 businesses, venues and events

that were recognized on Dec. 4, 2020, for undertaking energy

efficiency and sustainable business practices to advance

Hawaii’s clean energy and sustainability goals.  

In 2018 the Center achieved Leadership in Energy and

Environmental Design (LEED) Gold certification under its

Hoʻomaluō conservation program. This program helps the

Center continue its leadership in environmental best practices,

including energy consumption, water use and waste diversion.

“The Hawai‘i Convention Center continues to implement

industry-leading best practices that will reduce the

environmental impact of our meetings and events,” said Teri

Orton, general manager of the Hawai‘i Convention Center,

managed by ASM Global.  

In October 2019, the Center hosted its first-ever zero-waste

event – the Pacific Building Trade Expo – helping divert 1,283

pounds of waste from the landfill. This included reducing,

reusing, sorting and recycling, as well as sending items to H-

POWER, the Honolulu Program of Waste Energy Recovery. 

The Center also incorporates guest education and participation

through its One Million Trees effort to support the

reforestation of endemic Legacy Trees in Hawai‘i. 

@HawaiiConventionCenter

@HIConventionCtr

@HawaiiConventionCenter

From our ‘ohana to

yours, we wish you a

safe, happy and healthy

holiday season.

HAPPY 

HOLIDAYS

HAWAI‘I CONVENTION CENTER 

EARNS 2020 GREEN BUSINESS AWARD

For more information on the Hawaii

Green Business Program, visit

greenbusiness.hawaii.gov.

For more on the Center’s

environmental sustainability

efforts, visit

HawaiiConvention.com.
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Looking to getaway? Stay close to home and plan your staycation to 
Waikiki. Save up to 30% and more with rates from $179, plus 
complimentary parking and no resort fee. Upgrade to a premium room 
category for only $20 more per night.

Book and stay through March 31, 2021. 
Use special offer code KAMWEL 
or call (808) 923-1234.

For reservations, visit
hyattregencywaikiki.com

HYATT REGENCY WAIKIKI 
BEACH RESORT & SPA
2424 Kalākaua Avenue
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96815-3289

© 2020 Hyatt Corporation. All rights reserved. 
TAT Number: TA-020-671-2832-01

Aloha Kama‘āina Package
$17900
Per room, per night.

Rediscover
Waikīkī at

Hyatt Regency
Waikiki.
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NOW OPEN
FOR DINE-IN! 
CALL 808 922-4702 for 

Reservations 

“ Customer safety is our number one priority and our team is continuously working hard to ensure 
that all Restaurant Reopening Guidelines established by the City and County of Honolulu are 
being followed meticulously! Additionally, we are excited to share that Tanaka of Tokyo is one 
of the safest restaurants to dine in due to our extensive ventilation system which exhausts and 
exchanges dining room air every 2 minutes – almost as good as dining outside!!!  The power of our 
exhaust fans with ducts above each cooking station provides a combined 27,000 CFM of exhaust 
air while fresh air is being drawn in at a rate 15 times more than Department of Health Standards!” 

Take-Out 12-2:00pm and 4-7:30pm • Dine-In open from 5:00pm
Waikiki Shopping Plaza, 2250 Kalakaua Ave. 3F

Tel 922-4702 • www.tanakaoftokyo.com

APPS / ADD-ONS
Fried Rice $4.20
Teppan Veg $4.00
Lobster Tail $16.00
Shrimp $7.40
Chicken Teriyaki $10.00

Menu Subject To Change

Our mission is to provide the highest 
quality steak and seafood with impeccable 
service. We are excited to share our New 
Value Menu - the same delicious food at a 
significantly reduced price!

LOBSTER FRIED RICE! $26.50
For A Limited Time Only,
Come Try Our Decadent
Lobster Fried Rice - ½ Lb.
Of Succulent, Cold Water
Lobster On A Generous
Portion Of Our Famous
Teppan Garlic Fried Rice!

While Supplies Last

Lobster Fried Rice - ½ Lb.
Of Succulent, Cold Water
Lobster On A Generous
Portion Of Our Famous
Teppan Garlic Fried Rice!

While Supplies Last

Includes: Salad, Steam Rice, Tsukemono,
& our Signature Ginger & Mustard Sauces

BENTOS
1 Tanaka Sirloin $21.50
2 Salmon $19.75
3 Scallop $18.25
4 Chicken Teriyaki $16.50
5 Garlic Shrimp $17.25

TAKE-OUT MENU
Take-out Also Available!

Tanaka of Tokyo Central
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Wikiwiki Wire GUIDELINES
Wikiwiki Wire is published on the first Friday of each month. If you would like to share 
your news with other members, please send your info to: editor@waikikiimprovement.
com.

Submission Deadline
Waikīkī-related news and information submitted by members (or their PR agencies) for 
the Wikiwiki Wire newsletter should be received no later than 5 PM THURSDAY, ONE 
WEEK PRIOR to the newsletter’s publication and distribution on the first Friday of each 
month. 

News & Stories: Please submit any Waikīkī-related stories/articles as a Word doc and 
include photos to accompany stories/ articles. For best results, please upload photos as 
a separate JPEG attachment  - maximum 2 MB each image.

Flyers/PDFs: Waikīkī-related flyers are welcome but must look like advertising flyers 
and not press releases. Please format flyers to an 8.5" x 11" size and submit them in a 
PDF format.

Press Releases: Please submit Waikīkī-related press releases as a Word doc. Press Relea-
ses that do no fit within one page of the Wikiwiki Wire newsletter will be returned for 
editing. 

Photos: For best results, please upload photos as a separate JPEG attachment  - 
maximum 2 MB each image.
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We are a cross-section of business, government and the community; our members 
care about the future of this special place - Waikīkī.

For more than 40 years, the Waikiki Improvement Association has remained true to 
its objective: to improve, enrich and beautify Waikīkī  for the benefit of residents and
visitors alike and to promote conditions conducive to the economic and cultural 
good and for the betterment of the entire community.

HAWAIIAN DIACRITICAL MARKS
Waikīkī Improvement Association recognizes the use of diacritical marks (i.e., 
glottal stop (‘), macron (ā) in place names of Hawai‘i, such as Waikīkī and Kalākaua 
Avenue and will include them whenever possible. We also re- spect the individual 
use (or not) of these markings for names of organizations and businesses.

There will also be times when we may not have a chance to add or change the 
markings in all of the articles submitted and when that happens, e kala mai.


