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Waikīkī, along with the rest of the world has had a challenging two years. We at the Waikīkī 
Improvement Association (WIA) believe 2022 will be the beginning of our recovery. WIA’s 
Executive Committee has decided to sponsor fireworks at 12:00 midnight, New Year’s 
Day 2022, as a fitting way to signal our revival. The Waikiki business community has long 
considered a New Year’s fireworks display as an important amenity for our guests.  

WIA Sponsors 
New Year’s Fireworks
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WIA SPONSORS NEW YEAR'S FIREWORKS

The following is a synopsis of the 2022 show:

The Opening - The opening is like the beginning of an action film; fast, intensive, and heart-pounding. 
It gets your attention quickly and foretells the grandeur to follow. It begins with a flurry of color and 
thunder, filling the lower-level view. Simultaneously a second level of specialty shells will be launched 
to create special effects rising above the barrage of color and thunder. On top of it all, large bursting 
chrysanthemums will cover the entire viewing area, creating a kaleidoscope of color and noise.

The Opening - The opening begins with a flurry of color and thunder, filling the sky to a height of three 
hundred feet. Simultaneously a second level of specialty shells will be launched to create special effects 
rising above the barrage of color and thunder. On top of it all, large bursting chrysanthemums will 
cover the entire sky up to twelve hundred feet, creating a kaleidoscope of color and beat. 

The Feature Presentation - The body of the program will exhibit the finest assortment of The 
Feature Presentation - The body of the program will exhibit the finest assortment of domestic and 
international fireworks such as Alpha-Grucci and multi-pattern shells. As the segments unfold, each 
brings an array of different effects displayed in a glorious style of multiple firings. All of these brilliant 
colors and special effects are used to reflect the mood and theme of the show while designer shells 
create the excitement, intensity and beauty that is the Grucci style. The main act concludes with a 
display of beautiful and powerful scenes featuring our trademark shell – the Grucci Gold Split Comet. 
Numerous shells are fired 
simultaneously, splitting and 
blazing as an arch across the 
night sky, leaving behind a 
sparking trail that creates a 
Golden Milky Way effect. 

The Grand Finale - From 
start to finish, the Grucci 
Fireworks Grand Finale 
provides a continuous 
lift and bombardment of 
light and sound, which is 
always rhythmically robust. 
Launched into the sky are 
red, white and blue star 
shells to begin the color 
saturation; then peonies and 
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WIA SPONSORS NEW YEAR'S FIREWORKS

chrysanthemums shells burst open one level higher; thousands of flashing sateen report shells are then 
shot up to set the stage for the climax. The heavy barrage of sound begins with our main trumpeters; 
the Grucci Titanium salutes that quicken the tempo and rattle the sky at a stunning pace. All this is 
night capped with a starry umbrella of Golden Kamaru shells.

The show duration is eight to ten minutes and is sponsored by members of the Waikīkī Improvement 
Association.  To date, the sponsors are:

Halekulani Hotel
Kyo-ya Management Co
Outrigger Enterprises Inc.
Hyatt Regency Waikiki Resort & Spa
Waikiki Beach Marriott Resort
Hale Koa Hotel
Alohilani Resort Waikiki Beach
Royal Hawaiian Center
ABC Stores
Waikiki Shopping Plaza
Luxury Row/2100 Kalākaua
First Hawaiian Bank - Waikiki
Trump International Hotel
Hyatt Place Waikīkī Beach
Springboard Hospitality
Duke's Waikīkī
Central Pacific Bank - Waikiki
Paradise Cruises
Tiki's Grill & Bar
Kaimana Beach Hotel
Queen Kapi‘olani Hotel



W I K I W I K I  W I R E 6

Two recent stabbings in Waikīkī have created concerns for residents, visitors and businesses in 
Waikīkī. Major Mark Cricchio, HPD’s District Six Commander, provided updated stats to the Waikiki 
Improvement Association (WIA) which shows that Waikīkī has the lowest overall crime in the whole 
island, and most are minor misdemeanors.

WIA and allied organizations work closely with the Honolulu Police Department (HPD) to maintain the 
safety and security for all residents and visitors and work constantly and with HPD to reduce crime in 
Waikīkī.

Waikiki Public Safety Update
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There are now fifty security cameras throughout Waikīkī. The cameras are instrumental in helping 
HPD deal successfully with criminal activity in Waikīkī.  The Waikīkī Business Improvement District 
Association (Waikīkī BID) has safety ambassadors on patrol every day from 6:00 am to 11:30 pm.  
They also provide overnight security at the Waikīkī substation restroom and are actively recruiting for 
overnight safety patrol (10:30pm – 6:00pm).  HPD has also resumed the Waikīkī Citizen’s Patrol, which 
gets citizens involved in keeping Waikīkī safe. 

Currently, much of the criminal activity is shoplifting. These cases are difficult to prosecute because 
thieves often dash out quickly. When HPD does make an arrest, HPD will seek appropriate 
prosecution.  Businesses that are victims need to be willing to help and follow up with prosecuting 
these defendants. (See HPD tips.)

A current issue is having the courts schedule such cases. WIA and Waikīkī stakeholders are working 
with the Prosecutor’s Office and the courts to improve the situation. 

 Most of the criminal activity does not rise to the violence of the recent two tragic incidents.   HPD is 
continuing the investigating of the recent stabbing and attempted murder when one man walked up to 
another and allegedly stabbed him eight times on November 24th. 

On Sunday, 
November 21st 
HPD arrested a 
29-year-old for 
threating another 
man with a knife.  
HPD reiterated 
that these types of 
violence are rare in 
Waikiki.

HPD know that 
the Christmas 
tourists are here, 
so they will be 
increasing Waikiki 
Street patrols this 
Christmas season.
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HPD Safety Tips
INSTALL 
SURVEILLANCE 
CAMERAS and 
ensure that they 
are in the optimal 
position to monitor 
your business ( 
shelves blocking 
camera, glare from 
sun, not able to 
view elements of a 
crime)

TRAIN EMPLOYEES 
in surveillance 
camera procedures 
so they are able to 
make copies.

BE A GOOD 
WITNESS – provide 
ACCURATE 
and DETAILED 
statements to police

INVEST IN 
SECURITY 
TRAINING for your 
employees (what 
to look for, how to 
describe a suspect, 
how to write a 
police statement, 
etc.) or security/
loss prevention 
personnel in 
general.

ORGANIZE YOUR 
STOREFRONT 
in a way to deter 
shoplifting (Not 
placing easy to steal 
items in the front 
of the store, try 
to eliminate blind 
spots, etc.).  Floor 
plan of store needs 
to have clear line of 
sight.

PLACE AN 
EMPLOYEE AT 
THE FRONT of the 
store as a greeter 
(see who comes in 
the store, make eye 
contact, engage 
customers to make 
them think twice 
about shoplifting)

KEEP A CLEAN 
STORE FRONT 
(Easier to spot 
items out of place/
missing)   

LIMIT LARGE BAGS 
in store (Customer 
can leave behind 
counter or in locker)

INVEST IN A SAFE.

POST UP SIGNS 
stating your 
store’s policies 
on shoplifting, no 
weapons allowed, 
no loitering, 
no bags, etc. 
(Prosecuted!)

TRAIN AND 
INFORM 
EMPLOYEES 
on the store’s 
practices regarding 
prosecuting, 
providing 
statements 
to police. 
(Cooperation)

HAVE AN ON-
CALL EMPLOYEE 
to assist police 
during closed 
hours (trespasses, 
burglaries, CPD, etc)
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Special tra�c control will be in e�ect in Downtown, Kakaako, Ala Moana, 
Waikiki, Diamond Head, Kahala, Aina Haina, Niu Valley, and East Honolulu 

areas for the Honolulu Marathon on Sunday, December 12, 2021.

Beginning at 12:30 AM, one or more lanes will be closed and/or coned 
until the athletes complete that section of the course. Roadways will be 
progressively opened as the athletes clear each area. Tow-Away zones 
are in e�ect from Midnight until 5:00 PM Sunday. 

Honolulu Marathon Start is 5:00 AM.

TRAFFIC
      ADVISORY

MARATHON ROUTE
The Marathon Route runs westbound along Ala 
Moana Boulevard, to Nimitz Highway, right onto 
Nuuanu Avenue, right onto King Street, right onto 
Kapiolani Boulevard, right onto Piikoi Street, left onto 
Ala Moana Boulevard, right onto Kalakaua Avenue, 
left onto Monsarrat Avenue, right onto Paki Avenue, 
left onto Diamond Head Road, right onto 18h Avenue, 
right onto Kilauea Avenue, right onto Waialae 
Avenue, to the H-1 Freeway (eastbound), to 
Kalanianaole Highway (all lanes Makai/ocean side), 
left onto Hawaii Kai Drive, right onto Keahole Street, 
right turn back to Kalanianaole Highway 
(westbound), left onto Kealaolu Avenue, right onto 
Kahala Avenue, to Diamond Head Road, left onto 
Kalakaua Avenue to the Finish Line at Kapiolani Park. 

12:30AM - 5:00PM

Sunday, December 12

NOTICE: 
Fireworks will start 

the Marathon
at 5:00 AM
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Happy Holidays from our “House Befitting Heaven” to yours!

This Holiday season, give the gift of Halekulani. Gift cards are valid at any one of these
Halekulani establishments – La Mer, Orchids, House Without A Key, Lewers Lounge, L’Aperitif at
La Mer or SpaHalekulani. For the perfect keepsake, purchase an item from the Halekulani
Boutique.

Halekulani │ 2199 Kalia Road, Honolulu, Hawaii 96815 | Telephone: 808-923-2311 | www.halekulani.com

Hawaii’s only AAA Five Diamond and Forbes 5 Star restaurant, is
back! Come celebrate your very special occasion with us!
Wednesday thru Saturday evenings.

For reservations, call us at (808) 518-2019.

Return to Lewers Lounge for contemporary live jazz in a chic
setting. An array of classic spirits, rare whiskeys, refined wines
by the glass and sophisticated mocktails accompanied by a
selection of small plates to share will please the most discerning
of guests. Featuring Tommy James, former director and
composer of the Duke Ellington Orchestra. Friday and Saturday
evenings.
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TTHHIISS HHOOLLIIDDAAYY SSEEAASSOONN
Give the gift of Halepuna Waikiki. Gift cards are valid towards a stay
at Halepuna Waikiki and are also valid at Halekulani Bakery &
Restaurant or any one of these Halekulani establishments – La Mer,
Orchids, House Without A Key, Lewers Lounge, L’Aperitif at La Mer or
SpaHalekulani. For the perfect keepsake, purchase an item from the
Halekulani Boutique.

Halepuna Waikiki by Halekulani │ 2233 Helumoa Road, Honolulu, Hawaii 96815 | Telephone: 808-921-7272 | www.halepuna.com

WWAAIIKKIIKKII SSTTAAYYCCAATTIIOONN
Indulge in sophisticated simplicity at Halepuna Waikiki by Halekulani, where
Kama’aina have access to the best that Waikiki has to offer:
o $247 + taxes daily with upgrade to Waikiki Mountain View at time of booking

(based on single/double occupancy) includes:
• Guaranteed 4pm late checkout
• Complimentary daily self-parking
• Halepuna Access – Complimentary access to the Honolulu Museum &

Bishop Museum
• Complimentary WiFi
• NO resort fees

Please call 808-445-9595 to reserve your room today!

Happy Holidays from our “House of Welcoming Waters!”
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@HawaiiConventionCenter

@HIConventionCtr

Hawai‘i Convention Center Welcomes Hector Morales as Executive Chef

@HawaiiConventionCenter

The Hawai‘i Convention Center welcomes Hector Morales as its new
executive chef.

Morales has 25 years of culinary leadership experience in Hawai‘i. He most
recently served as the chef de cuisine at Mauna Kea Beach Hotel on the
Island of Hawai‘i. He also founded a food service consultancy, working with
well-known restaurants in Hawai‘i and Nevada. 

Morales previously served as the executive chef at the Polynesian Cultural
Center for eight years, overseeing culinary and food services for thousands
of guests daily across luaus, restaurants and concessions. He started his

Hawai‘i career at O‘ahu’s Turtle Bay Resort, where he was executive chef for 16 years, managing the
resort’s three restaurants, as well as the culinary operations for a variety of large-scale events. Morales also
advised food and beverage teams at Turtle Bay Resort partner properties throughout the country.

In addition, Morales has extensive international experience. He worked as a chef at the SAS Norway and as
the banquet chef for the King of Norway. He also worked as chef de cuisine at The Regent Sydney in
Australia. Morales is a graduate of the Johnson & Wales University Culinary Arts program. His
achievements are recognized by the James Beard Foundation and Confrerie de la Chaine des Rotisseurs.
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Waikiki Beach Walk Sparkles in December  
 

Live Hawaiian music and cultural performances enhance the dining and shopping 
experience; New stores include Keep It Simple and KaiAloha Supply 

   
Waikiki Beach Walk, the vibrant shopping, dining and entertainment district at Lewers Street and 
Kalakaua Avenue, will host an amazing array of musical talent for the December holiday season. 
 
The merriment begins on Tuesday, December 7 with “Kū Ha‘aheo,” live Hawaiian 
entertainment from 4:30 to 6 p.m. The weekly series at the Plaza Stage continues Dec. 14, 21 
and 28 and is planned for every Tuesday in January.  
 
Waikiki’s popular “Ka Lei Hula” (Dec. 5, 12, 19 and 26) offers complimentary weekly hula 
practice each Sunday morning at 9 a.m.  
 
On Saturday, December 11 it’s a “Halau Holiday Celebration” from 5 to 7 p.m. Noted troupes 
Hālau Ka Waikahe Lani Mālie and Hālau Kahulaliwai will perform along with live music by 
Kekaniwai and Kamanawa, and special guests in a joyous event to celebrate Mele Kalikimaka. 
 
“Mele Hali‘a,” the monthly showcase featuring the finest in Hawaiian musical performances, will 
return to Waikiki Beach Walk on Sunday, December 12 with slack key master Ledward 
Ka‘apana and bassist Jesse Gregorio from 5 to 6 p.m.  Every month, Mele Halia features stand-
out performances by award-winning, multitalented musicians.  
 

Sunday, December 12 Ledward Kaapana & Jesse Gregorio  
Sunday, January 16 (2022) Nathan Aweau 

 
“Seven Days ‘til Christmas” is a week-long celebration of traditional hula and song by local 
hula halau and well-known entertainers. The series begins on Sunday, December 19 and runs 
nightly from 6 to 7 p.m. through Christmas on Saturday, December 25. 
 
On Tuesday, December 21, The Royal Room/Hawaiian Music Hall of Fame will live stream a 
special “Make Music Hawaii” performance at 11 a.m. Facebook.com/hawaiianmusichalloffame  
 
Newly opened at Waikiki Beach Walk are Keep It Simple and KaiAloha Supply. Blossoming with 
earth-friendly items, Keep It Simple provides vegan, cruelty-free, non-toxic, and reef safe products 
for eco-conscious consumers who want to help create a better Earth. The amazing variety of high-
quality, locally sourced health, home, and beauty products are zero waste and eco-friendly. 
Founded on Maui, KaiAloha Supply sells apparel and accessories for people who love, respect, 
protect, and have compassion for the ocean and its beauty, power and energy.    
 
Offering 3 free hours of validated parking, Waikiki Beach Walk’s collection of unique locally owned 
businesses includes Blue Ginger, Big Wave Dave Surf & Coffee, SoHa Living, Coco Mango, Mahina, The 
Ukulele Store and Hele Mai Salon, among others. For details and the latest news, including shops, 
services, entertainment, dining and event listings, visit www.waikikibeachwalk.com or Facebook/Instagram 
@waikikibeachwalk   
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Prizes from
Waikīkī Stores:

Cocolomi Massage
Kualoa Ranch
Angels by the Sea
Waikiki Trolley
WAHING Jewelry
Starbucks
Honolulu Cookie

2021 Holiday Contest

The Waikiki Business Plaza & Waikiki Shopping Plaza • @waikikishoppingplaza • waikikishoppingplaza.com
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Reopening Info
December 2021

We appreciate your kokua in keeping our building 
tenants and sta�  safe. Please wear a mask when 
entering the building and respect a 6-foot distance 
from others at all times. Mahalo!

The Waikiki Business Plaza & Waikiki Shopping 
Plaza parking lot and building operating hours will 
be 6:30am – 12am. 

Management O�  ce hours will be from 9am – 4pm.

2250 Kalakaua Ave, Honolulu, HI 96815
waikikishoppingplaza.com

Shopping
ABC Stores (WBP)
Belle Vie 
H&M
Hamilton Boutique
Honolulu Cookie Company
LC Creations
Lono God of Peace
Lululemon

Maxi Hawaiian Jewelry
Pure Stone
Sephora
Tiki Products
USPS
Victoria’s Secret
Wahing Jewelry
Waikiki Trolley Kiosk

Dining
Buho Cantina
Royal Lobster
Sky Waikiki
Starbucks
Tanaka of Tokyo

Parking
Waikiki Shopping Plaza
$7 up to 5 hours 
$14 up to 10 hours

Available in the Waikiki Business Plaza & Waikiki Shopping Plaza 
during parking lot operating hours.

Waikiki Business Plaza
$9 up to 5 hours 

Harris Agency
Receive a complimentary Yelp and digital profi le evaluation 
for all businesses! For details, contact Jana at 
janas@harris-agency.com or call (808) 946-4525.

Paradise Massages Waikiki & Spa
Book any individual service, get a 
10% discount! For more details, give us a call at  
(808) 232-4073 
*Packages not included in this promotion.

Specials

HIS Hawaii is o� ering COVID-19 PCR Testing in the Waikiki 
Shopping Plaza o�  ce #410. In addition to test results, an 
o�  cial Proof of Negative COVID-19 Test Result certifi cate 
will be provided as necessary, depending on 
your country of origin. 

Testing is available between 8am – 5pm (last check-in at 
4:45pm).

Covid-19 PCR Testing

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!
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STREET ACTIVITY
IN AND NEAR WAIKĪKĪ (COURTESY OF THE CITY)

DUE TO CDC RECOMMENDATION
ON GATHERINGS AND TO MINIMIZE RISK
OF EXPOSURE TO COVID-19, ALL EVENTS HAVE BEEN 
CANCELLED.
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Wikiwiki Wire is published on the first Monday of each month. If you would like to share 
your news with other members, please send your info to: editor@waikikiimprovement.
com.

Submission Deadline
Waikīkī-related news and information submitted by members (or their PR agencies) for 
the Wikiwiki Wire newsletter should be received no later than 5 PM MONDAY, ONE 
WEEK PRIOR to the newsletter’s publication and distribution on the first Monday of 
each month. 

News & Stories: Please submit any Waikīkī-related stories/articles as a Word doc and 
include photos to accompany stories/ articles. For best results, please upload photos as 
a separate JPEG attachment  - maximum 2 MB each image.

Flyers/PDFs: Waikīkī-related flyers are welcome but must look like advertising flyers 
and not press releases. Please format flyers to an 8.5" x 11" size and submit them in a 
PDF format.

Press Releases: Please submit Waikīkī-related press releases as a Word doc. Press Relea-
ses that do no fit within one page of the Wikiwiki Wire newsletter will be returned for 
editing. 

Photos: For best results, please upload photos as a separate JPEG attachment  - 
maximum 2 MB each image.
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We are a cross-section of business, government and the community; our members 
care about the future of this special place - Waikīkī.

For more than 40 years, the Waikiki Improvement Association has remained true to 
its objective: to improve, enrich and beautify Waikīkī  for the benefit of residents and
visitors alike and to promote conditions conducive to the economic and cultural 
good and for the betterment of the entire community.

HAWAIIAN DIACRITICAL MARKS
Waikīkī Improvement Association recognizes the use of diacritical marks (i.e., 
glottal stop (‘), macron (ā) in place names of Hawai‘i, such as Waikīkī and Kalākaua 
Avenue and will include them whenever possible. We also re- spect the individual 
use (or not) of these markings for names of organizations and businesses.

There will also be times when we may not have a chance to add or change the 
markings in all of the articles submitted and when that happens, e kala mai.


