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MORE WAIKĪKĪ FOOD, NEWS & EVENTS

INTERNATIONAL MARKET PLACE RETAIL 
TENANTS OPEN

BLAINE KIA AND WAIKIKI BEACH WALK 
SHARE ALOHA AND MELE WITH "KU 
HA'AHEO" LIVE STREAM

WAIKIKI BEACH WALK DINING, DELIVERY, 
AND TAKE OUT OPTIONS

BASALT DINE-IN SERVICE BEGINS ON 
JUNE 5TH

BILLS HAWAII REOPENING JUNE 5TH 
- 25%  OFF KAMA'AINA SPECIAL THIS 
MONTH

HAWAII CONVENTION CENTER SERVES AS 
UNEMPLOYMENT CLAIMS PROCESSING 
LOCATION

IL LUPINO OPEN FOR DINE-IN JUNE 5TH

ISLAND VINTAGE WINE BAR DINE-IN 
OPEN FROM JUNE 5TH

NOI THAI CUISINE REOPENING DINE-IN 
ON JUNE 5TH

BENTO & BEACH DAYS WITH ROYAL 
HAWAIIAN CENTER

ROYAL HAWAIIAN CENTER - SEND ALOHA 
TO GRADS AND DADS

TANAKA OF TOKYO TAKE OUT MENU

WOLFGANG'S STEAKHOUSE UPDATES & 
DINE-IN STARTS JUNE 5TH 

WAIKIKI BUSINESS PLAZA & WAIKIKI 
SHOPPING PLAZA REOPENING PARKING 
RATES

TMINUS321 MARKETING GROUP
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July, 2020 marks the 5-year anniversary for 
the WBSIDA.  While this is a challenging 
time for everyone, we also want to recognize 
and acknowledge the accomplishments and 
achievements completed during this time 
while making plans for future improvements 
to the beach areas in Waikīkī.  The Spring of 
2020 brought the onset of COVID-19 health 
precautions and travel restrictions with Waikīkī 
experiencing unprecedented declines in visitor 
arrivals.  The Waikīkī Beach Special Improvement 
District Association (WBSIDA) 
is reflecting on this economic 
down-turn as an important 
time of renewal and 
rejuvenation of Waikīkī Beach.  
COVID-19 has no precedent 
and requires creativity, 
flexibility and nimbleness in 
response.  So, like the rest 
of the world, the WBSIDA is 
adapting to the times.  We’ve 
had the opportunity to change 
some of our plans for projects 
in Waikīkī, having worked to 
accelerate the reconstruction 
of the Royal Hawaiian Groin 
project that is currently 
underway.  We also partnered 

with the state to complete the new Kuhio Beach 
sandbag groin in November, 2019.  The WBSIDA 
has spent the last two years in partnership with 
the Department of Land and Natural Resources 
developing a “Master Plan” (Environmental 
Impact Statement) for Waikīkī Beach that 
identifies potential beach improvements that 
will serve us for generations to come.  We look 
forward to major beach improvements as a result 
of the Master Plan effort and expect some of 
these projects to come to fruition in 2022. 

WAIKĪKĪ BEACH NEWS AND UPDATES:
Royal Hawaiian Groin

Replacement Project Underway, 
Completion Expected In July

WAIKĪKĪ BEACH SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 5-YEAR ANNIVERSARY

Royal Hawaiian groin under construction (May 29, 2020). Note the outline 
of "L" shape of the groin on the seaward end.
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Three major beach improvement 
projects are underway with one 
completed, one underway and 
another being planning for this 
winter.  The projects include the 
completion of the Kuhio Sandbag 
groin at Kuhio Beach.  This 110 
foot-long sandbag groin was 
completed in November, 2019 
and will serve to stabilize this 
section of important beach area 
fronting the Duke Kahanamoku 
statue.  Another project to 
reconstruct the Royal Hawaiian 
Groin, is currently underway and 
roughly half-way through construction with an expected completion in July, 2020.  The third project 
planned for the winter of 2021 focuses on restoring the beach between the Royal Hawaiian and the 
Moana Surfrider with an additional 12,000 cubic yards of sand from immediately offshore.

Royal Hawaiian Groin  https://www.wbsida.org/projects-royalhawaiiangroin
•	 In Progress, May-July 2020
•	 180-foot-long rock groin to stabilize the Ewa portion of the Royal Hawaiian beach.
•	 Accelerated construction timeframe due to COVID shutdown.
•	 Partnership between the WBSIDA, DLNR and UH Sea Grant.
•	 $2.0 million estimated total construction cost of RHG Project.
•	 $1.0 million (50% cost share) between the WBSIDA and the DLNR.  

Kuhio sand bag groin (December, 2019).  This project is a temporary fix to 
stabilize the area on the Diamond Head side of the sandbag groin.

Royal Hawaiian groin under construction (June 1, 2020). Rocks are being placed at the landward stem of the groin.

https://www.wbsida.org/projects-royalhawaiiangroin 
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  and donʻt forget to go to our 

  website and register to

  participate…


https://www.waikikiimprovement.com 

MEET  THE CANDIDATES
THE WAIKĪKĪ MAYORAL FORUM 

JUNE 24
5:30-7:30 PM 

THE PANEL:

2020
ZOOM.COM Catherine Cruz


Hawai`i Public Radio


Gina Mangieri 
KHON2

Allison Schaefers 
Honolulu Star-Advertiser 

Rick Blangiardi
 Colleen Hanabusa Kymberly Pine

The Waikīkī Neighborhood Board and the Waikīkī Improvement Association (WIA) think that it's 
important that we hear from the Mayoral Candidates in this year's up coming election.


We are hosting the Waikīkī Mayoral Forum to talk about Waikīkī issues on June 24th via ZOOM.     
To join us - go to https://www.waikikiimprovement.com and register for the ZOOM webinar.

Keith Amemiya

PRESENTED BY:

W A I K Ī K Ī  
I M P R O V E M E N T  
A S S O C I A T I O N

WAIKIKI
NEIGHBORHOOD
BOARD NO. 9

Mufi Hannemann

GET IT NOW:

2250 Kalakaua Avenue, Suite 315, Honolulu, HI. 96815 
808.923.1094     mail@waikikiimprovement.com 
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Waikīkī Improvement Association 
proudly supports our members! 

https://www.billshawaii.com https://illupino.com

http://wolfgangssteakhouse.net

https://www.dukeswaikiki.com

http://dorakusushi.com

JOIN US!
https://www.honolulu.noithaicuisine.com

ARE YOU READY? 
BECAUSE WE ARE!

https://www.islandvintagewinebar.com

Waikīkī is ready to reopen!  Come out and dine with us and enjoy the Waikīkī experience you’ve 
been missing as many of Waikīkīʻs finest restaurants begin DINE-IN service on June 5th. 

http://restaurantsuntory.com
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The Waikīkī sidewalk beautification project that started in 2018 
stretching along Kalākaua Avenue to Kapahulu Avenue just completed the 

last phase of construction. There are some deficiencies that need to be 
corrected before the contractor can turn it over to the City and County.  

The project that replaced the red brick with quartzite flagstone and added 
enhanced and new landscaping with drainage improvements has had it 

challenges, to say the least, but the finished improvements will enrich the 
enjoyment and walking experience along Kalakaua Avenue.

It was originally scheduled for completion in 2019, but with the minor 
corrections everything should be completed within the next two weeks.

The Park Shore Hotel, the Aloha AlohIlani Resort Waikiki Beach and 
Foster Towers were the final sections done to finish the project.

Kalakaua Sidewalk
Beautification Project



Waikìkì Beach Hula Show
AT THE KUHIO BEACH HULA MOUND

KUHIO BEACH HULA SHOW - JUNE 2020

THE KUHIO BEACH HULA SHOWS ARE SUSPENDED 
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, ON ADVICE OF THE HAWAII 
STATE HEALTH DEPARTMENT AND THE MAYOR’S OFFICE 
OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU, FOR PUBLIC 
HEALTH AND SAFETY DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS 
PANDEMIC.

The Kuhio Beach Hula Show is held regularly Tues-Thur-Sat 
6:30-7:30 at the Kuhio Beach Hula Mound.	
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STREET ACTIVITY
IN AND NEAR WAIKIKI (COURTESY OF THE CITY)

DUE TO CDC RECOMMENDATION
ON GATHERINGS AND TO MINIMIZE RISK
OF EXPOSURE TO COVID-19, ALL EVENTS HAVE BEEN 
CANCELLED.
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RETAIL TENANTS TO REOPEN AT INTERNATIONAL 
MARKET PLACE

WHAT/WHEN: Retail tenants are reopening at International Market Place 		
to the public on May 15, 2020.  

WHERE: International Market Place 2330 Kalākaua Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96815

HOURS OF OPERATION, until further notice: 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily, store and 
restaurant hours may vary.

PARKING: From now through June 30, customers will receive 3-hours free 
self-parking validation with a $10 minimum purchase.

DOING OUR PART  
Following are some of the additional steps we are taking to place customer 
health and safety above all else:  
•	 Continuing to clean and disinfect the center throughout the day, 
	 and after-hours, with a focus on high-touch, high-traffic surfaces   
•	 Using a stronger disinfectant when available   
•	 Requiring the use of masks as mandated by local and state laws   
•	 Using signage, decals and floor markings to help customers with social 	
	 distancing   
•	 Offering hand sanitizer at designated stations   
•	 Keeping center court and grassy lawn areas closed   
•	 Turning off drinking fountains   
•	 Removing furniture and/or resetting seating areas in our common areas to 
allow for greater social distancing   

We will continue to comply with all local, state and federal laws and mandates to 
ensure a safe environment.

CURBSIDE, TAKEOUT & DELIVERY 
Curbside pick-up is now available on Level 3 near the Valet Area at the curbside 
marked signs. Conveniently exit via the Valet Express Ramp onto Duke's Lane. 
Visit www.shopinternationalmarketplace.com for participating merchants. 
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BLAINE KIA AND WAIKIKI BEACH WALK SHARE ALOHA 
AND MELE WITH “KU HA’AHEO” LIVE STREAM
Popular music series will continue online through June

WAIKIKI – 
During this 
time of social 
distancing, 
Waikiki Beach 
Walk, which 
is known for 
hosting live 
Hawaiian music 
in Waikiki, 
wants to 
continue its 
mission of perpetuating Hawaiian musical performances and supporting local 
culture. 

To share aloha and mele in a safe environment, Waikiki Beach Walk presents 
“Ku Ha’aheo” mele series every Tuesday evening at 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. in a 
live stream format. The musical stylings feature Waikiki Beach Walk’s cultural 
director and kumu hula Blaine Kamalani Kia and his ‘ohana from Kia’s home in 
Kailua via livestream on Waikiki Beach Walk’s Facebook and Instagram pages. 
Tune in for authentic performances of adult and keiki (children) hula dancers in 
a unique blending of contemporary and traditional elements, focusing on island 
traditions, cultural beliefs, classic hapa haole tunes, and historical moments in 
Hawaii, all told through song and dance.

Ku Ha’aheo sessions with new musical guests will be held on Tuesdays till June 
30th. On May 19th Kia and his ‘ohana will be joined by musical guest, four-time 
Na Hoku Hanohano award winner, Walt Keale. On June 2nd Ku Ha’aheo’s live 
performance is dedicated to the graduating class of 2020 to celebrate their 
accomplishments from high school and college. 

“We miss our ‘ohana, which includes the local community, and we look forward 
to welcoming them back,” said Bruce Musrasrik, Retail Operations Manager at 
Waikiki Beach Walk. “As we make plans to reopen, we hope to share some aloha 
virtually and from a safe distance, from our hale to your hale, until the time we 
can celebrate together in person again.”
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WAIKIKI BEACH WALK WILL REOPEN JUNE 5TH

Waikiki Beach Walk Dining Delivery And Takeout Options
The Yard House and Ruth’s Chris Steak House have remained open for takeout 
at Waikiki Beach Walk, with convenient curbside pickup and will continue to 
offer takeout until dine-in restrictions are eased. Taormina Sicilian Cuisine will 
open for dinning-in and take out on June 5th with special promotions for the 
month of June including 15% off entire purchase for Kama’aina with valid state 
picture ID (excluding alcoholic beverages) and free valet parking at Wyndham 
hotel from 11a.m. – 2 p.m. For full details and menu options please contact 
individual dining eateries. 

 Yard House: (808) 923-9273

Ruth’s Christ Steak House: (808) 440-7910

Taormina Sicilian Cuisine: (808) 926-5050
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••
bank of 
hawaii bldg 
parking 
entrance

bbiillllss  hhaawwaaiiii  
228800  bbeeaacchhwwaallkk

22nndd  lleevveell

tteemmpp..  hhoouurrss::
tthhuurrss--mmoonn
88aamm--22ppmm

(closed tues/wed)

bbiillllsshhaawwaaiiii..ccoomm
880088..992222..11550000

RRee--OOppeenniinnggRRee--OOppeenniinngg
KKaammaa‘‘āāiinnaa  SSppeecciiaallKKaammaa‘‘āāiinnaa  SSppeecciiaall
WWee  hhaavvee  rraaiisseedd  oouurr  kkaammāā‘‘aaiinnaa
ddiissccoouunntt  oonn  ffoooodd  &&  ddrriinnkkss  ttoo  

2255%%  ooffff2255%%  ooffff
ffoorr  tthhee  fifirrsstt  ttiimmee  eevveerr!!  

JJuunnee  55--3300  wwiitthh  vvaalliidd  llooccaall  ii..dd..
(except specials)

KKaammaa‘‘āāiinnaa  PPaarrkkiinnggKKaammaa‘‘āāiinnaa  PPaarrkkiinngg
22  hhoouurrss  ffrreeee  vvaalliiddaatteedd  ppaarrkkiinngg  

aatt  bbaannkk  ooff  hhaawwaaiiii  bbllddgg  
((sseeee  mmaapp,,  bbeellooww))

bbiillllss  hhaawwaaiiii  
iiss  aann  aawwaarrdd--    
wwiinnnniinngg  ffaarrmm--
ttoo--ttaabbllee,,  
ccaassuuaall  eeaatteerryy..

mmaahhaalloo  nnuuii
ffoorr  yyoouurr  
ssuuppppoorrtt  aass  
wwee  rree--ooppeenn!!

wwee  llooookk  
ffoorrwwaarrdd  ttoo  
sseerrvviinngg  yyoouu!!

WWeellccoommee  BBaacckk
WWeellccoommee  BBaacckk!!

bbiillllbbiillllSSSS iiiiSSSS rreerree--ooppeenniinnggooppeenniinngg

oonn  JJuunnee  55tthhoonn  JJuunnee  55tthh!!

mmaaiissoonn  kkiittssuunnee  mmaaiissoonn  kkiittssuunnee  
rree--ooppeennss  66//0055,,rree--ooppeennss  66//0055,,

ssaammee  hhoouurrss..ssaammee  hhoouurrss..
11sstt  lleevveell11sstt  lleevveell
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The Hawai‘i Convention Center is pleased to open its

meetings space for use as a satellite unemployment

insurance processing location for the State of Hawai‘i, as

claims have dramatically increased during the COVID-19

pandemic. 

 

Nearly 1,000 volunteer positions will be staffed by public

labor unions and members of the State Legislature to

handle the processing of claims at the Center, in addition

to ongoing claims processing at the Department of Labor

and Industrial Relations. Computers were sourced from

State offices across O‘ahu.

 

Several hundred work stations were set up during the week

of April 20, 2020, in the Center’s Ballroom space, as well as

seven other meeting rooms. 

 

To ensure the health and safety of volunteers and staff,

social distancing and personal protective equipment (PPE)

guidelines are being followed, and Hawai‘i National Guard

service members are conducting security and temperature

checks.

 

The Hawai‘i Convention Center claims processing center is

not open to the public. 

 

To learn more, visit the State of Hawai‘i Unemployment

Insurance website at labor.hawaii.gov/ui/.

 

The Hawai‘i Convention

Center continues to

follow State of Hawai‘i

restrictions to help

prevent the spread of

COVID-19, remaining

closed since March 18,

2020. 

 

All public events

previously scheduled

during this time are

either postponed or

cancelled. 

 

The health and safety of

our guests and staff are

our top priority, and we

will post updates to our

events calendar at

HawaiiConvention.com.

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING

EVENTS

@HawaiiConventionCenter

@HIConventionCtr

@HawaiiConventionCenter

HAWAI‘I CONVENTION CENTER SERVES AS 

UNEMPLOYMENT CLAIMS PROCESSING LOCATION

For more information regarding COVID-19, please visit

https://blog.hawaiiconvention.com/covid-19-faqs/.
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AAlloohhaa && WWeellccoommee  BBaacckk!
WWee  aarree  rree--ooppeenniinngg  DDiinnee--IInn  oonn  JJuunnee  55tthh..  

LLuunncchh  1111aamm--33ppmm  ••  HHaappppyy  HHoouurr  33--66ppmm  ••  DDiinnnneerr  55--99ppmm
880088--666644--44003399 ••  nnooiitthhaaiiccuuiissiinnee..ccoomm

RRooyyaall  HHaawwaaiiiiaann  CCeenntteerr  ••  BBllddgg  CC,,  LLeevveell  33  ••  @@nnooiitthhaaiiccuuiissiinnee__hhaawwaaiiii

##11    --  CCrriissppyy  GGaarrlliicc  CChhiicckkeenn
PPaadd  TThhaaii

##22    --  CCaasshheeww  CChhiicckkeenn
TThhaaii  BBaassiill  SSttiirr--FFrryy  ((cchhiicckkeenn,,  ppoorrkk  oorr  ttooffuu))

##33    --  GGrreeeenn  BBeeaannss  ((cchhiicckkeenn,,  ppoorrkk  oorr  ttooffuu))

EEggggppllaanntt  ((cchhiicckkeenn,,  ppoorrkk  oorr  ttooffuu))

##44    --  EEggggppllaanntt  TTooffuu
VVeeggeettaarriiaann  PPaadd  TThhaaii

$20 Bentos come with Spring Rolls & Jasmine Rice.

#1 #2

#4#3

$20 TO-GO BENTOS
Our take‐out bentos were so popular we decided to keep them on the menu. 

Treat your office or clients to Noi Thai ‐ just call us or order online.

Re-Opening SpecialRe-Opening Special
June 5-30, 2020June 5-30, 2020

SSppeenndd  $$5500  aanndd  rreecceeiivvee  

aa  $$1100  NNooii  TThhaaii  GGiifftt  CCeerrttiiffiiccaattee**  

OORR

SSppeenndd  $$110000  aanndd  rreecceeiivvee  

aa  $$2255  NNooii  TThhaaii  GGiifftt  CCeerrttiiffiiccaattee**

*Gift certificates may be redeemed 6/06/20‐12/31/20.
However, these gift certificates may not be counted 
towards your qualifying purchase to receive a gift 
certificate. This offer is good on dine‐in or take‐out 

orders, but does not apply to 3rd party delivery orders.
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Reopening Rates:

$5 & $10 FLAT RATES

$5 & $10 FLAT RATES:
Available in the Waikiki Business Plaza & Waikiki Shopping Plaza.

$5 FLAT RATE:
Park for any 5 hours during parking lot operating hours for only $5.

$10 FLAT RATE:
Park for any 10 hours during parking lot operating hours for only $10.

Valid during parking lot operating hours: waikikishoppingplaza.com/parking
$3.00 per half hour before and after flat rate, no validations can be applied.
No overnight parking. Cars left in the lot after closing are subject to tow.

2250 Kalakaua Avenue Honolulu, HI 96815 | (808) 923-1191 | waikikishoppingplaza.com

Available Daily
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2250 KALAKAUA AVENUE, SUITE 315 HONOLULU, HI 96815 |  WAIKIKIIMPROVEMENT.COM

Wikiwiki Wire GUIDELINES
Wikiwiki Wire is published on the first Friday of each month. If you would like to share 
your news with other members, please send your info to: editor@waikikiimprovement.
com.

Submission Deadline
Waikīkī-related news and information submitted by members (or their PR agencies) for 
the Wikiwiki Wire newsletter should be received no later than 5 PM THURSDAY, ONE 
WEEK PRIOR to the newsletter’s publication and distribution on the first Friday of each 
month. 

News & Stories: Please submit any Waikīkī-related stories/articles as a Word doc and 
include photos to accompany stories/ articles. For best results, please upload photos as 
a separate JPEG attachment  - maximum 2 MB each image.

Flyers/PDFs: Waikīkī-related flyers are welcome but must look like advertising flyers 
and not press releases. Please format flyers to an 8.5" x 11" size and submit them in a 
PDF format.

Press Releases: Please submit Waikīkī-related press releases as a Word doc. Press Relea-
ses that do no fit within one page of the Wikiwiki Wire newsletter will be returned for 
editing. 

Photos: For best results, please upload photos as a separate JPEG attachment  - 
maximum 2 MB each image.
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We are a cross-section of business, government and the community; our members 
care about the future of this special place - Waikīkī.

For more than 40 years, the Waikiki Improvement Association has remained true to 
its objective: to improve, enrich and beautify Waikīkī  for the benefit of residents and
visitors alike and to promote conditions conducive to the economic and cultural 
good and for the betterment of the entire community.

HAWAIIAN DIACRITICAL MARKS
Waikīkī Improvement Association recognizes the use of diacritical marks (i.e., 
glottal stop (‘), macron (ā) in place names of Hawai‘i, such as Waikīkī and Kalākaua 
Avenue and will include them whenever possible. We also re- spect the individual 
use (or not) of these markings for names of organizations and businesses.

There will also be times when we may not have a chance to add or change the 
markings in all of the articles submitted and when that happens, e kala mai.


