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MORE WAIKĪKĪ FOOD, NEWS & EVENTS

SPITFIRE ROTISSERIE & FLATBREAD

BASALT DAILY DRINK SPECIALS & HAPPY 
HOUR

BILLS HAWAII - KAMA'AINA SPECIALS

HAWAI'I CONVENTION CENTER 
IMPLEMENTS COVID-19 HEALTH & 
SAFETY PROGRAM

IL LUPINO - OPEN FOR DINE IN AND TAKE 
OUT

ISLAND VINTAGE COFFEE, ISLAND 
VINTAGE WINE BAR, & ISLAND VINTAGE 
SHAVEICE - TEMPORARY HOURS , QUICK 
TIP AND MORE

NOI THAI CUISINE KAMA'AINA SPECIALS, 
$20 TO-GO BENTOS, & MORE

WAIKIKI BEACH WALK PLAZA - KA LEI 
HULA - FREE HULA CLASSES

ROYAL HAWAIIAN CENTER - LUXE 
LUGGAGE BRAND RIMOWA NOW OPEN & 
REDISCOVER WAIKIKI THIS SUMMER

TANAKA OF TOKYO JAPANESE STEAK & 
SEAFOOD 

WOLFGANG'S STEAKHOUSE DINE IN OR 
TAKE OUT & $12.95 LUNCH SPECIALS

$5 & $10 FLAT PARKING RATES IN THE 
WAIKIKI BUSINESS PLAZA & WAKIKI 
SHOPPING PLAZA

HARRIS MARKETING & 
COMMUNICATIONS AGENCY - YELP & 
DIGITAL PROFILE EVALUATION
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“The Waikīkī Beach Special Improvement District Association (WBSIDA) is pleased to announce that the 
long-awaited Royal Hawaiian Groin project has been completed! “WBSIDA is proud to be a partner on 
this important project and be at the forefront of forward-looking beach improvement projects currently 
underway in Waikiki.” said Rick Egged, President of the Waikīkī Beach Special Improvement District 
Association.

Construction on the New Royal 
Hawaiian Groin Completed
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The construction of the new groin took 10 weeks and the $1.5 million State project was funded through 
a public-private partnership with WBSIDA which paid for 50 percent of the project.  The University of 
Hawai‘i Sea Grant College Program provided public outreach and coordination for the project and has 
been involved with project monitoring and evaluation. 

On the week of July 31,2020, construction crews de-mobilized the equipment and finished clean-up of 
the construction and staging areas. The new sloping rock rubble mound groin is 180 feet long, between 
30 and 40 feet wide and ranging in height from +4.0 feet above mean sea-level at the seaward end to + 
9.0 feet above mean sea-level at the landward end.  The design objective of the new groin is to stabilize 
the beach fronting the Royal Hawaiian Hotel and eventually restore the prior 2012 shoreline position.

Sam Lemmo, the Administrator of the DLNR Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands (OCCL) explained, 
“This is the first construction of a permanent structure on Waikīkī Beach in 50 years and highlights 
the need to continue to make much-needed improvements to Waikīkī Beach.  This project is the first 
in a series of improvement projects planned for Waikīkī that will transform some of the most severely 
impacted segments of Waikīkī Beach, creating more stable beaches and result in a more resilient and 
robust economy and community.”

WBSIDA was created on May 18th, 
2015 by city ordinance to preserve 
and restore Waikīkī Beach and to 
provide consistent and credible 
management for future beach 
revitalization.  Creating of a special 
improvement district is one of the 
most effective ways of forming and 
funding public-private partnerships 
to bring together resources to 
tackle especially complicated 
challenges.

Additional details of the project and groin are available at: https://www.wbsida.org/projects-royalhawaiiangroin

 https://www.wbsida.org/projects-royalhawaiiangroin
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Phase 1 includes clearing 
and grading the site, planting 
of most major trees, the 
landscaped gardens and 
sod, pouring and finishing 
the concrete interior 

walkway, installing piping for underground electricity and sprinklers, and completing a raised platform for 
performances. All of this work is expected to be substantially finished by November 2020. Click here to 
see the photo album (https://shar.es/abtVmZ).  Even better, take a walk down Seaside or Royal Hawaiian 
Avenue and see the construction progress for yourself!

We have made significant fundraising progress to date. August marks the start of our expanded 10-week 
fundraising effort to secure $90,000 more by September 30th, which is necessary to complete Phase 
1. Centennial Park has moved forward due to the hard work of many and fiscal support by generous 
individuals, businesses and Rotary Clubs. 

Thank you all for your support! If you would like to help with a donation or volunteer,
 please go to www.centennialparkwaikiki.org.

Centennial
Park Waikiki

Summer 
Update

New Renderings: Updated Vision 

Slideshow: Click here to see ten 
new renderings that envision 
Centennial Park Waikiki.  
Rendering graphics donated 
by local architecture firm G70. 

July 29th marked 12 months since Centennial 
Park's official groundbreaking and blessing. On-
site construction is well underway, the walking 
path is looking great, and ground preparation 
continues despite a temporary pause in July. 

Why the pause? Our topsoil source was not 
adequate for the amount of ground fill required. 
The search for alternative sources of soil has 
been more challenging than anticipated, and 
we are now testing samples from the 7th and 
8th possible locations. Once the soil is tested, 
approved and set in place on-site, the large 
Monkey Pod trees can be planted.

https://shar.es/abtVmZ
https://shar.es/abtVmZ
http://www.centennialparkwaikiki.org
https://centennialparkwaikiki.org/


Waikìkì Beach Hula Show
AT THE KUHIO BEACH HULA MOUND

KUHIO BEACH HULA SHOW 

THE KUHIO BEACH HULA SHOWS ARE SUSPENDED 
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, ON ADVICE OF THE HAWAII 
STATE HEALTH DEPARTMENT AND THE MAYOR’S OFFICE 
OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU, FOR PUBLIC 
HEALTH AND SAFETY DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS 
PANDEMIC.

The Kuhio Beach Hula Show is held regularly Tues-Thur-Sat 
6:30-7:30 PM at the Kuhio Beach Hula Mound.	
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STREET ACTIVITY
IN AND NEAR WAIKIKI (COURTESY OF THE CITY)

DUE TO CDC RECOMMENDATION
ON GATHERINGS AND TO MINIMIZE RISK
OF EXPOSURE TO COVID-19, ALL EVENTS HAVE BEEN 
CANCELLED.
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The Hawai‘i Convention Center has implemented a

comprehensive health and safety program developed by

leading venue and event management company ASM Global to

ensure the highest levels of health and safety for staff, guests

and communities.

In compliance with guidelines established by the Centers for

Disease Control (CDC) and the State of Hawai‘i Department of

Health, these extensive measures include enhanced cleaning

and sanitation for high-touch surfaces, the use of personal

protective equipment (PPE), modified food and beverage

operations, the increased availability of hand sanitizer

dispensers, contactless transactions, special signage and social

distancing markers.

The Center recently installed thermal scanners at several main

entrances. In locations where thermal cameras are not

available, temporal thermometers will be used. Anyone

displaying a temperature over 100.4 degrees F will be taken to a

private area for a secondary temperature screening. Employees

or guests confirmed to have a temperature over 100.4 degrees

will be evaluated by medical personnel.

The Center is also using VenueShield, ASM Global’s proprietary

environmental hygiene protocol, which is being deployed at

more than 325 facilities worldwide. The VenueShield program

offers best practices that include state-of-the-art standard

operating procedures for environmental hygiene.

While the Center remains closed to the public, it has continued

to welcome volunteers and staff from the Office of Elections

for vote counting and Department of Labor and Industrial

Relations for unemployment claims processing.

The Hawai‘i Convention

Center continues to

follow State of Hawai‘i

restrictions to help

prevent the spread of

COVID-19, remaining

closed since March 18,

2020. 

All public events

previously scheduled

during this time are

either postponed or

cancelled. 

The health and safety of

our guests and staff are

our top priority, and we

will post updates to our

events calendar at

HawaiiConvention.com.

UPCOMING

EVENTS

@HawaiiConventionCenter

@HIConventionCtr

@HawaiiConventionCenter

HAWAI‘I CONVENTION CENTER IMPLEMENTS

COVID-19 HEALTH AND SAFETY PROGRAM

For more on the Center’s new health and safety program,

visit https://blog.hawaiiconvention.com/reopening-

protocols-and-guidelines/
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KaLei Hula
Every Sunday in August!
9am-10am 
Waikiki Beach Walk® Plaza 
227 Lewers Street
Free 3 Hour Valet Parking:  
Embassy Suites Porte  
Cochere, 201 Beach Walk
To RSVP, register at  
Eventbrite or scan QR

FREE Hula Classes!
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Take-out 12:00 p.m.   Dinner 5:00 p.m.  
Ala Moana Center, Upper Level 4, 

Ho‘okipa Terrace
Tel 945-3443

www.tanakaoftokyo.com

“Hawaii’s Best Japanese Teppanyaki Steakhouse”
- Honolulu Star Advertiser -

“Best Japanese Restaurant in Hawaii” 
- Honolulu Magazine -

“The Best Teppan Room Anywhere” 
- Zagat Guide -

“The Best Kids Menu in American Contest Winner”
- Restaurant Hospitality Magazine -

“One of the 10 Best Japanese Restaurants in the U.S.”
- Five Star Diamond Award -

“ Customer safety is our number one priority and our team is 
continuously working hard to ensure that all Restaurant Reopening 
Guidelines established by the City and County of Honolulu are 
being followed meticulously! Additionally, we are excited to share 
that Tanaka of Tokyo is one of the safest restaurants to dine in 
due to our extensive ventilation system which exhausts and 
exchanges dining room air every 2 minutes – almost as good as 
dining outside!!!  The power of our exhaust fans with ducts above 
each cooking station provides a combined 27,000 CFM of exhaust 
air while fresh air is being drawn in at a rate 15 times more than 
Department of Health Standards!” 
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Reopening Rates:

$5 & $10 FLAT RATES

$5 & $10 FLAT RATES:
Available in the Waikiki Business Plaza & Waikiki Shopping Plaza.

$5 FLAT RATE:
Park for up to 5 hours during parking lot operating hours for only $5.

$10 FLAT RATE:
Park for up to 10 hours during parking lot operating hours for only $10.

Valid during parking lot operating hours: waikikishoppingplaza.com/parking
$3.00 per half hour before and after flat rate, no validations can be applied.
No overnight parking. Cars left in the lot after closing are subject to tow.

2250 Kalakaua Avenue Honolulu, HI 96815 | (808) 923-1191 | waikikishoppingplaza.com

Available Daily



Optimize Customer Counts for Waikiki Businesses

Marketing & Communications
Agency

Food & Beverage
Marketing Specialists

Digital Optimization

2250 Kalakaua Ave, Honolulu, HI 96815   |  HARRIS-AGENCY.com     |

Get your complimentary customized

from the experts
Yelp and Digital Proole Evaluation

Contact Jana at janas@harris-agency.com  /  (808) 946-4525 
to schedule your appointment

Libby Warring
Yelp Head Office

Doug Harris, CEO
Harris Hawaii Marketing Group
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Wikiwiki Wire GUIDELINES
Wikiwiki Wire is published on the first Friday of each month. If you would like to share 
your news with other members, please send your info to: editor@waikikiimprovement.
com.

Submission Deadline
Waikīkī-related news and information submitted by members (or their PR agencies) for 
the Wikiwiki Wire newsletter should be received no later than 5 PM THURSDAY, ONE 
WEEK PRIOR to the newsletter’s publication and distribution on the first Friday of each 
month. 

News & Stories: Please submit any Waikīkī-related stories/articles as a Word doc and 
include photos to accompany stories/ articles. For best results, please upload photos as 
a separate JPEG attachment  - maximum 2 MB each image.

Flyers/PDFs: Waikīkī-related flyers are welcome but must look like advertising flyers 
and not press releases. Please format flyers to an 8.5" x 11" size and submit them in a 
PDF format.

Press Releases: Please submit Waikīkī-related press releases as a Word doc. Press Relea-
ses that do no fit within one page of the Wikiwiki Wire newsletter will be returned for 
editing. 

Photos: For best results, please upload photos as a separate JPEG attachment  - 
maximum 2 MB each image.
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We are a cross-section of business, government and the community; our members 
care about the future of this special place - Waikīkī.

For more than 40 years, the Waikiki Improvement Association has remained true to 
its objective: to improve, enrich and beautify Waikīkī  for the benefit of residents and
visitors alike and to promote conditions conducive to the economic and cultural 
good and for the betterment of the entire community.

HAWAIIAN DIACRITICAL MARKS
Waikīkī Improvement Association recognizes the use of diacritical marks (i.e., 
glottal stop (‘), macron (ā) in place names of Hawai‘i, such as Waikīkī and Kalākaua 
Avenue and will include them whenever possible. We also re- spect the individual 
use (or not) of these markings for names of organizations and businesses.

There will also be times when we may not have a chance to add or change the 
markings in all of the articles submitted and when that happens, e kala mai.


